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is produced by ARA (Toronto). 
We’ve been lousy about keeping 
up with subscriptions but you can 
stay in touch with us by mail, 
phone, or email. We’ll also send 
out bulk packages if you want to 
distribute them yourself! 


P.0. Box 291, Station B 
Toronto, ON M5T2T2 
ara@web.net 
http://www.web.net/~ara 
416.631.8835 


TORONTO'S ANTI-RACIST 


ACTION 

came together in September 1992, at a time when white 
supremacist groups were making a bid for mainstream 
credibility and recruiting white youth as shock troops for 
their genocidal plans. Since then we have been working 
in schools, in our neighborhoods, and on the streets to 
show the strength of our opposition to white supremacy 
and fascism, as well as our commitment to a multi-racial, 
multi-cultural, sexually diverse, liberated and fun society. 


GET IN TOUCH 


www.cmtiracistaction.ca 


CANADIAN CHAPTERS USA CONTACTS 


ARA Calgary 

aracalgary@hotmail.com 

antiracistaction.ca/calgary 


East Coast ARA 

eastcoastara@canada.com 

antiracistaction.ca/eastcoast 


People Against Racist Terror 
P.O. Box 1055 
Culver City, CA 90232 
part2001 @usa.net 
antiracist.org 


ARA Kitchener- Waterloo 

c/o the Spot 

119b King Street West 

Kitchener, Ontario 

N2G 1A2 

519.578.1425 

antiracistaction.ca/kw 


ARA Chicago 

1573 N Milwaukee #420 

Chicago IL 60622 

312-409-1432 

ara@wwa.com 


AAR/ARA Montreal 
aramontreal @ hotmail .com 
414 Mont Royal Est, #8 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2J1W1 
(514) 573-7867 
antiracistaction.ca/montreal 


ARA Columbus 
P.O. Box 10797 
Columbus, OH 43201 
618-228-6824 
aracolumbus@hotmail.com 


SHARP Montreal 
sharpmtl@hotmail.com 
PO Box 491 , 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2L4KA 
(514) 851-1205 


NEVER AGAIN! 



July 4th 1998- 2 committed anti-fascist 
skinheads were taken from us. 

Dan Shersty and Lin "Spit" 

Newborn were ambushed in 
the Nevada desert, tortured 



and cut down in their youth by fascists for 
their work in combating the very same 
hatred that stole their lives. On that night 
antifas everywhere lost two brothers that 
we'll never get to meet. 

We've been left with an undeniable 
responsibilty to make sure nothing like 
this happens again. That every last antifa 
can go to work, check out a show, chill 
at a bar, play with their kids and walk 
down the street knowing that every one 
of us has their back without exception 
and with no fucking hesitation! 

A commemoration show to benefit the boy that had 
his father taken from him by fascist thugs can just barely 
be considered a step in the direction towards the commit¬ 
ment we owe Dan and Spit. But it's where we're gonna 
start. 

On Friday July 4th 2003 ARA Toronto is inviting all 
antifas to come together and remember Dan and Spit. To 
look each other in the eye and see a Dan and Spit that 
none of us will allow to be taken from us. NEVER AGAIN! 



FRIDAY JULY 4, 2003 TORONTO 
CLASS ASSASSINS 
DEATH IN CUSTODY & MORE 
ROCKIT (Church & Richmond) 

proceeds to the trust fund for Nicodemus Newborn 









We will expose, oppose, and confront organized racism 
& the far-right agenda through education, mass action 
and support of broader anti-racist struggles. 


NEWS BULLETIN OF ANTI-RACIST ACTION • TORONTO 
FREE Summer 2003 #20 

































Roots of Aiti-Raoist Action: 

from the Baldies to the AHA Network 


ARA originally came out of the efforts of 
Minneapolis anti-racist Skinheads to create an 
organization that could combat the presence of 
nazi skinheads in that city and its neighboring 
city, St. Paul. The Baldies, a multi-racial skin¬ 
head crew having members of Black, White, 
Asian, and Native American origins, was 
fighting the Nazi skinhead group, the White 
Knights, and had set a code within the local 
punk and skinhead scenes: if Baldies came 
upon White Knights at shows, in the streets 
downtown, or wherever, the nazis were 
warned once. If Baldies came across the nazis 
again, then the nazis could expect to be 
attacked, or served some of what the Baldies 
called “Righteous Violence.” 

While the Baldies actions went a long 
way to limiting the presence and organizing 
efforts of nazis in the Twin Cities areas, the 
Baldies realized that a successful drive against 
the nazis would mean having to form a 
broader group that appealed to kids other than 
just Skins. ARA was that group. However, the 
attempt to make ARA into a group beyond the 
Baldies was met with limited success, and 
ARA remained predominantly skinhead. 

The experience of the Baldies was not 
limited to Minneapolis alone. Across the 
Midwest, nazi activity was growing and anti¬ 
racist Skinheads were organizing in similar 
ways to what the Baldies had done. Soon, 
these different anti-racist skinhead crews were 
meeting up with each other and deciding to 
create a united organization of anti-racist skin¬ 
head crews. ARA as a name was adopted and a 
brief network of the crews was formed: the 
Syndicate. 

Like Minneapolis, Chicago had multi¬ 
racial crews. These ARA skins were generally 
left-wing sympathetic and in Chicago it was 
not uncomm on to find some Skins warm to 
Black liberahon/Nationalist ideas. And it was 
not just racist and nazi ideas that were con¬ 
fronted. The Chicago ARA crew banned the 
wearing of American flags patches on jackets. 
At this point in time this was a rather signifi¬ 
cant step in Skinhead circles. While many 
Skinheads could claim to be “anti-racist”, a 
vast majority also were ProAmS (Pro 
American Skins). It was generally unheard of 
to find whole crews of Skinheads rejecting 
patriotic trappings. Taking their cue from the 
words of groups like Public Enemy, for many 
ARA Skins, America was a racist nightmare 
and the Stars and Stripes a symbol for “a land 
that never gave a damn.” . 

Up in Canada, anti-racist skinheads and 
others in the youth subcultures were also 
uniting to get nazis out of their scenes. From 
1990 to 1992 in Edmonton, the Anti-Fascist 
League waged a street-level propaganda war 
against a racist gang called the Final Solution, 
who were recruited and manipulated by the 
Aryan Nations. In Winnipeg, the United 
Against Racism crew fought to keep the bars 
and streets free of fascist violence. And in 
1992, Toronto's Anti-Racist Action formed to 
take on a similar threat posed by the neo-nazi 
Heritage Front. 

Toronto’s ARA was inspired especially by 
the Minneapolis chapter, where anarchists and 
feminists had tried to broaden the mandate of 
the early skinhead fighting crews. From the 
jump, ARA Toronto included several activists 
with lots of experience in feminist, anarchist 
and First Nations solidarity groups. 

In 1994 ARA Toronto attended the first 


conference of the Midwest Anti-Fascist 
Network in Columbus, Ohio. The conference 
was called by Columbus' ARA group, to co¬ 
ordinate and sustain the constant protests 
against Klan rallies throughout the Midwestern 
U.S. - rallies which were often protected by 
legions of heavily armed police. Most confer¬ 
ence goers were high-school students, punks, 
kids who fought with their schools over dress 
codes and the right to distribute political litera¬ 
ture. Several veterans of the early ARA crews 
of Chicago and Minneapolis drove in for the 
gathering even though their own groups were 
pretty inactive. 

This was not a government-funded, cor¬ 
porate-sponsored conference. The keynote 
speaker was a survivor of the "Greensboro 
Massacre" of 1979, when a Klan cell linked to 
the Aryan Nations and heavily infiltrated by 
police and FBI, shot and killed five anti-Klan 
protestors in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Like the subcultures that were the social 
base for this particular anti-racist movement, 
the gathering was predominately white, 
although people of colour of all ages played 
important roles. Women and girls were out¬ 
numbered but vocal. The dominant political 
tendency was anarchist, but there was a com¬ 
mitment to non-sectarianism and small groups 
of Trotskyists were also involved. Some of the 
key older organizers had a long history of 
work, dating back to Students for a 
Democratic Society in the 1960s. 

The ARA Network grew like crazy for 
several years. Annual gatherings drew hun¬ 
dreds of people, new groups were forming all 
over Canada and the US. In 2003, the growth 
spurt has ended. The anti-globalization move¬ 
ment became the next "new thing" and many 
kidz who wanted to get into activism were 
more turned on by Seattle, Washington and 
Quebec City than in confronting some loser 
boneheads. Now, with US aggression sparking 
the biggest anti-war movement in world 
history, anti-racist and anti-fascist activists 
have to look to ourselves again - how are we 
relevant to what's going on today? 

But ARA has kept with the program and 
we're into something more slow and steady. 
There are dozens of committed and experi¬ 
enced ARA organizers across North America 
and several strong chapters with a lot of 
history. ARA is still fighting the fash at Klan 
rallies and white power shows all over North 
America. We're defending women's right to 
abortion services, we're protesting police bru¬ 
tality, we're writing to prisoners and standing 
up for First Nations and immigrant rights. 
We've represented in all kinds of anti-capitalist 
demos, and in the anti-war movement. In lots 
of places, ARA has become part of youth sub¬ 
culture, something taken for granted like punk 
or hiphop. And we're learning more about how 
we fit into a world of social movements and 
struggles as ARA puts down roots in South 
and Central America. 

For 14 years ARA has been able to popu¬ 
larize the ideas of direct action in the fight 
against racism. It’s also been an arena for 
debate and action around the connectedness of 
various forms of oppression. As we ACT we 
become CONSCIOUS, and our consciousness 
flows into our action. And all this outside of 
the control of the government, multinationals, 
religious institutions or other authorities. 



digging the 
roots of ARA 


On September 9, 1992, Toronto’s 
Heritage Front marched on the Toronto 
Courthouse at 361 University Avenue, 
to protest a Human Rights Commission 
hearing against them. The Commission 
was hearing a complaint by Rodney 
Bobiwash of the Native Canadian 
Centre, about messages on the 
Heritage Front Hotline that promoted 
hatred against First Nations people. 

But their march was disrupted by a 
crowd of rowdy punks and street youth. 
Blows were exchanged. People were 
running everywhere, diving into bushes. 
Neo-nazis regrouped and entered the 
courthouse. Outside, organizers col¬ 
lected names and numbers to get some 
serious planning on. The racist right was 
recruiting in schools, causing problems 
in downtown bars, and organizing 
events that could attract over 200 
people, including international guests. 
Something had to be done and 
Toronto’s Anti-Racist Action was born. 

After more than 10 years of 
“exposing, opposing and confronting” 


organized racism in Toronto’s streets 
and communities, ARA is still a vital, 
creative and militant group. This issue of 
On the Prowl - Number 20 - will look at 
some of our history. 

On this page you can learn about 
how ARA started in the Midwest of the 
US, and learn more about the points of 
unity that hold ARA chapters together 
across the Americas. On page 5 read 
about our birthday celebration earlier 
this year. On page 6 we appreciate 
Rodney Bobiwash, who inspired the for¬ 
mation of ARA in Toronto. On page 7 a 
supporter describes the view from the 
streets, from 1995 to today. On page 14 
we reflect on homophobia in our 
scenes. 

And there’s plenty more - analysis 
on the invasion of Iraq, the attack on 
immigrant and refugee rights, updates 
on the fight for justice for Dudley 
George... not to mention our regular 
reports on fascist activity and anti-racist 
resistance in Toronto and around 
Canada. 



Points of Unity of the ARA Network 


In 1994, the Midwest Anti-Fascist 
Network (which became the ARA Network a 
year later) adopted four "points of unity." To 
join the Network, people have to agree to 
these points. 

I .We go where they go. Whenever fas¬ 
cists are organizing in public, we're there. We 
don't believe in ignoring them or staying 
away from them. Never let the nazis have the 
streets. 

2. We don't rely on the cops and courts 
to do our work. That doesn 't mean we never 
go to court. But we must rely on ourselves to 
protect ourselves and to stop the fascists. 

These first two points distinguish ARA 
from mainstream "anti-hate" groups that avoid 
confrontation with fascists and rely on police 
intervention when things get ugly. In contrast, 
ARA is committed to direct action, to dis¬ 
rupting fascist meetings and gatherings, to pre¬ 
venting recruitment. How do you prevent a 
white-power concert from going on? You've 
got to be there! Whether that means calling 
and faxing every hall and club in town, or 
showing up on the front steps, or occupying 
the fascist "rendezvous point" and scaring 
away would-be party-goers - ARA has used 
all these tactics, again and again, in Toronto 
and Montreal, Buffalo, Detroit, Minneapolis, 
Los Angeles. 

The emphasis on confrontation makes 
some ARA events risky. Some have denounced 
ARA as "violent." In general, the Network has 


stood behind the necessity for people to 
defend themselves and their communities 
against violence and provocation. 

The next two points help guide ARA and 
keep nasty and reactionary people from getting 
too close. 

3. Non-sectarian defense of other anti¬ 
fascists. In the ARA Network we have lots of 
different groups and individuals. We don't 
agree about everything and we have a right 
to differ openly. But in this movement an 
attack on one is an attack on us all. We stand 
behind each other. 

4. ARA intends the hard work necessary 
to build a broad, strong movement against 
racism, sexism, anti-Semitism, homophobia, 
discrimination against the disabled, the 
oldest, the youngest and the most oppressed 
people. We support abortion rights and repro¬ 
ductive freedom for all. We want a classless 
society. We intend to win! 

In 1998 we decided to include the line 
about reproductive freedom. Lots of ARA 
folks are active against the Christian Right and 
in protecting abortion clinics, and we believe 
that is part of the fight against fascism and 
sexism. 

In 2003, we included the line about a 
"classless society" to reflect ARA's distrust of 
the economic status quo. What will it take to 
create a world without haves and have-nots? 
We will be a part of finding out! 
























anti 

fascist 

news 

bites 


In a bizarre state of affairs Ernst Zundel 
is back in Canada, at least temporarily. 
Although it’s hard to believe, Zundel is now 
claiming refugee status in a bid to avoid 
deportation to his native Germany, where he 
has been tried in a German court in absentia 
for his prolific publishing of Holocaust denial 
propaganda. On Feb. 21 Germany issued an 
arrest warrant for Zundel, opening the possi¬ 
bility that Canada could extradite him to a 
German prison cell. 

On May 2, Immigration Minister Denis 
Coderre issued a National Security Certificate 
declaring Zundel a national security risk, 
which means Ottawa can bypass the courts 
and fast-track his deportation. 

The Fascist movement has come to 
Zundel’s defense. Paul Fromm has organized 
two rallies for Zundel, one in Niagara Falls on 
May 2 and one at Toronto’s Metro West 
Detention Centre, where Zundel is incarcer¬ 
ated, on June 2. Fascists have also held “Free 
Zundel” rallies in Seattle and San Francisco. 

Significantly, a lot of “old guard” Fascists 
such as Wolfgang Droege, Gerry Lincoln, 
James Scott Dawson, Lou Miron, and Jocelyn 
Demire have come out to these rallies. The 
next generation is represented by Melissa 
Guille from London’s Canadian Heritage 
Alliance. 

Some of these creeps have testified at the 


Refugees In! Zundel Out! 



hearings, among them George Burdi, the 
founder of Resistance Records, the most 
important white power record label in North 
America. Zundel brought Burdi into the fascist 
movement as a teenager, giving him work 
around his house and providing him with an 
ideological foundation and “social” scene. 

Burdi claims to have renounced racism, 
but he did testify in Zundel’s defense, 
describing how Ernst drew the line at some of 
the more explicit lyrics he wrote for his band 
Rahowa, and threw him out of his house. Anti¬ 
fascists may consider that this was a little late 
- the damage had certainly been done. 



The National Security Certificate 

Under a National Security Certificate a 
person can be declared a threat to national 
security and deported, without ever seeing the 
evidence against them. Canada has filed 
dozens of security certificates since they came 
into affect in 1991, mainly against South Asian 
and Arab immigrants accused of associating 
with “terrorists”. Because the accused, or their 
lawyer, never sees the evidence against them, 
the potential for abuse is extremely high. 

Zundel would have likely been deported 
without the certificate if he had been allowed 
to make his absurd claim for refugee status 
through the normal legal channels. Instead, the 
state has used Zundel to justify the use of 
Security Certificates and secret trials and set 
legal precedents that will undermine the 
limited legal rights that immigrants and 
refugees have in Canada. 

The Canadian and US states’ handling of 
this highlights the racist immigration policies 



Top: Symanski and pal Jason Ouwendyke 

Left: Lou Miron and Marc Lemire, webmaster for Digital Freedom 

Right: James Scott Dawson and Gerry Lincoln of the Heritage Front 




that both have in place. Security Certificate 
notwithstanding, Zundel is getting a pretty 
cushy ride compared to most people of colour 
deported from the USA and trying to enter 
Canada. 

Canada is currently turning back refugees 
of South Asian and Middle Eastern descent, 
who are fleeing the United States because the 
US is demanding that people “register” with 
the state. Thousands have been detained for 
minor visa violations, simple misunder¬ 
standing - or just because the INS officials felt 
like it. 

Registration deadlines have already 
passed for people from, Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Egypt, Eritrea, 

Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 

Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, North Korea, 
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, 
and Yemen. 

Sound familiar? It should, it's the begin¬ 
ning of the exact sort of system that Zundel 
denies ever happened in Germany under the 
Nazi regime. 

Just like Canada refused Jewish refugees 
fleeing Nazi Germany, Immigration Canada 
continues to uphold its tradition of turning a 
blind eye to atrocities happening in imperialist 
states, by refusing entry to persecuted people 
trying to flee the Bush regime. 

Zundel is a disgusting nazi propagandist 
and we'll shed no tears if he ends up in a 
prison cell in the fatherland. But at the same 
time, as anti-fascists, we have to recognize 
that the US and Canadian states are enacting 
racist terror on a scale that makes fringe 
Hitler-loving zealots like Zundel drool with 
envy. 



HUE NEWS HIES 


Zundel: a Political Obituary 

iy David Lethbridge (excerpt] 


Ernst Zundel will soon join other promi¬ 
nent neo-Nazis in political obscurity. Whether 
he is deported to Germany to face a possible 
five year prison sentence, as he certainly 
should be, is in some sense immaterial. He is 
finished. He is through. His goose - to turn a 
phrase - is gassed. 

Three years ago, Zundel fled Canada for 
Tennessee. But on 5 February 2003, he was 
arrested by American INS agents, deported 
back to Canada and banned from the US for 
twenty years. Never a Canadian citizen, 

Zundel had lost his landed immigrant status 
and so was immediately taken into custody. 

An immigration hearing has been con¬ 
vened to determine whether Zundel's presence 
in Canada constitutes a danger to national 
security. 

Things are not going well for Zundel. 
Two lawyers have already bailed out on him, 
and he is left with no one to defend him but 
Paul Fromm, who is acting as his "legal repre¬ 
sentative." 

...Zundel is the author of "The Hitler We 
Loved and Why," a book reeking of anti¬ 
semitism and of hatred towards people of 
color. It is a love poem to Hitler: "Wherever 
we are, he is with us," Zundel writes. "We 
love you Adolph Hitler!" Sadly for Zundel, 
there is nothing like love letters to come back 
to haunt us. 

Zundel was bom in Germany in 1939 and 
immigrated to Canada in 1958. Over the next 
several years he studied under Adrien Arcand, 
the aging leader of Canada's pre-World War II 
pro-Nazi movement. Arcand taught Zundel 
well, lent him his library, and put him in touch 


with his world-wide network of fascist collab¬ 
orators. Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, 
Zundel was in intimate contact with fascists 
and neo-Nazis throughout North America and 
beyond. 

During the 1970s, Zundel worked on the 
editorial staff of the neo-Nazi "WLite Power 
Report," in Virginia, publishing a number of 
his own articles. By the late 1970s, he was 
openly denying the Holocaust, referring to it 
as a "gigantic hoax," and was beaming his 
fascist message to the world from a 50,000 
watt transmitter at a short-wave station in 
Louisiana 

Not only has Zundel produced and sold 
enormous quantities of pro-Nazi and 
Holocaust-denial films, videotapes, pamphlets, 
and books, he has repeatedly attempted to mail 
similar fascist propaganda to schools and 
libraries across the country. According to 
Zundel himself, he has marketed fascist propa¬ 
ganda to no less than forty-five countries. 
Indeed, Zundel has been for many years the 
world's major exporter of fascist material. 

And, according to German intelligence 
sources, Zundel was the primary supplier of 
hate propaganda to the renewed and mur¬ 
derous Nazi movement in that country. 

...With the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
German neo-Nazis began to infiltrate Eastern 
Europe, Ukraine, and Russia. Several visits to 
Russia by Ewald Althans, a prominent German 
neo-Nazi, were financed by Zundel in 1992 
and 1993. In 1994, Zundel and Althans went 
to Moscow together to meet with neo-fascist 
leaders Vladimir Zhirinovsky and Aleksander 
Barkashov. "If we are going to have a Nazi 


government anywhere in the world, it will be 
in Russia," Zundel gloated. "I foresee such a 
government coming to power within a 
decade." 

Throughout the 1990s, Zundel sought to 
weave a web of power within the Canadian 
extreme-right, deepening his relationship with 
Paul Fromm, Doug Christie, George Burdi, 
and many others. In 1996, Zundel was sharing 
his home with Wolfgang Droege, a former 
Klan leader and head of the fascist Heritage 
Front. But it all fell apart and he fled to the 
USA to escape possible prosecution for his 
Internet activities. 

Zundel's delusions were always based on 
sand. Russia has not yet turned to fascism; that 
inglorious distinction may more likely befall 
the USA. Nor has Zundel risen, like his hero 
Hitler, to national prominence. On the con¬ 
trary. He sits in a cell in Ontario, largely aban¬ 
doned by his once world-wide network of 
fascist sympathizers, waiting to find out if he 
will be released into obscurity by the Canadian 
judicial system, or deported to a German cell. 

The Nazi style of fascism that Zundel so 
loves will not return. History does not repeat 
itself; not even as farce. The new form of 
fascism brewing in Washington will not 
resemble the fascism of 1930s Berlin. It has no 
need of Zundel, anymore than it needed 
Richard Butler or William Pierce. Indeed, 
Zundel may be, as he himself has said, "the 
last German soldier of World War II." 
Defeated, now, with all the rest. 

Read the whole article at 

wwwbethuneinstitute .org 


TORONTO 

Nazis held a white power music show in 
Etobicoke, a neighbourhood in Toronto, on 
January 11,2003. About 125 people from 
Ontario, Quebec and the US attended. 

Police confiscated 84 CDs suspected of 
containing hate propaganda. Among the CDs 
seized: “Old School Hate” by Angry Aryans, 
“Holocaust 2000” by the Blue Eyed Devils, 
“Fourteen Words” by Centurion, “Carolina 
Sons” by Definite Hate/Riot Wing, “Day of 
Reckoning” by Dying Breed, “Now is the 
Time” by Extreme Hatred, “Bom to Hate” by 
Nordic Thunder, “Enemies of the State” by 
The Brawlers and “Rage” by The Voice. 

LONDON 

Alex Kulbashian, webmaster for the Canadian 
Ethnic Cleansing Team and other white power 
sites, was arrested in London in February, after 
being picked up in Phoenix, Arizona, by the 
FBI. He and James Scott Richardson of 
London are charged with counselling to 
commit murder for threats they made on a 
website. 

Kulbashian left his family’s North-York- 
gated-community home last September, to live 
in Arizona with his pregnant wife. 

MONTREAL 

In January, a judge sentenced a neo-Nazi 
extremist to a four-year prison term for stab¬ 
bing a Haitian man because of his skin colour. 

Daniel Laverdiere and fellow skinhead 
Remi Chabot taunted Evens Marseille with 
Heil Hitler salutes as he sat with friends at a 
bar in June 2002. 

When Marseille went outside the noisy 
bar to use the telephone, the skinheads fol¬ 
lowed. Laverdiere stabbed Marseille in the 
abdomen while Chabot punched his face ' 
before the attackers ran away. Marseille, 26, 
was hospitalized and lost six weeks of work as 
a welder. 





















Kitchener-Waterloo: 

Chasing those crazy baldheads out at town 


anti-fascist 
scene reports 


people not the bosses and pigs, based 
on people not profit, and a society 
where people of all genders, races 
and orientations can live free from 
capitalist exploitation and racist, het¬ 
erosexist, male domination. 

Through our work fighting the 
fascists on a street level, and fighting 
the state through programs like direct 
action case work providing tangible 
results, we isolated the boneheads 
showing people that they were not 
part of the community but rather 
outside forces seeking to terrorize us 
and implementing the racist agenda 
of the state. We exposed their ide¬ 
ology as being empty, as it blames 
the problems on immigrants instead 
of the state that criminalizes and 
seeks to destroy us. We should not 
tolerate them in any form but rather 
crush them. We should attempt to 
create an anti-racist anti-heterosexist pro-corn- 



downtown Kitchener 


119b King Street 


open everyday 
3:30pm - 10:30pm 


With the last two years, KW ARA has suc¬ 
cessfully eradicated the problem of organized 
neo nazi skinheads recruiting and chilling in 
the downtown core. We have done this 
through the Spot, an independent youth-run 
drop-in in downtown Kitchener. 

This success was the result of a two tier 
approach of 1) confronting and resisting the 
organizational attempts of fascists to silence 
diversity in our community and 2) exposing 
the emptiness of their message and giving 
poor white youth a revolutionary alternative to 
empty hate that divides poor people and gives 
no solutions to the immediate problems that 
poor people are facing. 

In the past, KW ARA has had problems 
dealing with boneheads due to the fact that 
they presented themselves as a legitimate 
member of the downtown community. They 
tried to make themselves look like another 
gang of youth trying to make cash and get by 
similar to The Bloods, Crips, or the Dog 
pound. By doing this, they created a space for 
themselves and their ideas in the downtown 
community. By using such rhetoric like I 
have the right to my beliefs”, they presented 
the confrontations between themselves and 
members of the progressive left as harassment, 
similar to the harassment that youth face in the 
downtown community from police or bour¬ 
geoisie outsiders who attempt to criminalize 
and marginalize them. 

This illegitimate maneuvering done by 
the Neo-Nazi and collaborators was aided by 
the fact that KW ARA at that time was 
divorced from the masses and seen by some as 
an outside entity composed of middle class 
elements that come down start shit and take 
off, leaving the masses to deal with the repres¬ 
sion and repercussion coming from these con¬ 
frontations. 

By working to build the Spot, KW ARA, 
through the youth collective, began to gain 
legitimacy as a political organization in the 
eyes of the people. Through camp outs in front 


of city hall, members of the downtown com¬ 
munity saw that KW ARA and the KW Youth 
Collective were different than the social agen¬ 
cies and workers that come to "save the youth" 
missionary style. Our message was one of 
resistance, you have rights, it is not your fault 
that you are working a dead end job, selling 
your body for food, filling up the jails. Don t 
let them divide us on issues of race and 
gender, let us all unite and fight the real 
enemy, the state that gets rich off your backs 
and their racist agents we call the pigs on 
every comer,serving and protecting private 
property. 

Through the work we engaged in the 
fight for the Spot we put forward the message 
that youth have a right to a place free from 
racist harassment and free from the pigs, that 
people had a right to food, housing and control 
over their lives and their workplace. Once the 
people were victorious and created this space 
called the Spot, the neo nazis exposed them¬ 
selves as agents of the racist state that seek not 
to be a part of the downtown community but 
rather to subjugate and control the downtown 
community by physically attacking The Spot 
that was serving the people. 

At this point in time, the KWYC and KW 
ARA, instead of relying on the police, mobi¬ 
lized youth that use the space and ARA sup¬ 
porters to physically defend it. When 
boneheads would come we demonstrated that 
you did not need to capitulate to racist vio¬ 
lence but rather, it was necessary to resist this 
violence through the use of force. 

At the same time it was explained to 
people why the boneheads are attacking us, 
how their agenda aims to divide people on the 
basis of color and ethnicity, and that their 
racist agenda was part of their bigger ideology 
which is fascism that is by nature anti-poor, 
anti-wimmin, anti-communist and pro state. 
However we did not just explain to people 
what we were against, but rather what we were 
fighting for, a humane society, mn by the 


munist climate. Through our work and 
defending the Spot, we not only fought them 
off and exposed them for the goofs they are 
but also said what we are fighting for - 
providing alternatives to empty hate. 

May 2003 - celebrating May Day 
and facing police violence! 

May is an important month for the Spot, 
when we celebrate the anniversity of the Spot 
with an annual May Day protest. At the same 
time, our Cop Watch program is in full swing, 
and more and more people are joining our 
street patrols whre we go around the down¬ 
town and try to stop the police when we see 
them harassing or brutalizing people. 

This year, it seems that the police also 
had a plan for May. It began on May 16th 
when the cops busted up our Cop Watch 
patrol, and arrested 4 people. 3 of these people 


were not released, and in total spent 21 days in 
jail before making bail. One person was 
released after 5 days, but then re-arrested after 
questioning police who were trying to enter 
the Spot. He spent another 8 days in custody 
before making bail. 

On May 24th, for our May Day protest, 
we took steps to solve the housing shortage by 
taking over an empty building in downtown 
Kitchener. Demonstrating their love for exces¬ 
sive force, the squat was broken up at 6am the 
following day by the police tactical unit who 
busted down the door, roughed people up, puts 
rifles to peoples heads, and arrested 20 people, 
mostly for tresspassing. 

There is no doubt that an effort is 
underway to silence us through incarceration, 
arrests, tickets, and other forms of violence 
and harassment. Despite these efforts, we are 
stronger than ever, and our support is growing, 
We will continue to fight for peoples basic 
rights. 



Busy Days for East Coast ARA 

Cmcerts, New literature, lealiwi with Nazi Sens 


In March EC ARA held an excellent benefit 
show at the Elk's Lodge in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick. Despite threats and attempts of 
intimidation by local nazis, the show went on 
with over five groups, ranging from hip-hop to 
punk. Headlining was the Ontario band 'Closet 
Monster'. 100 youth (including ECARA 
members from all over eastern Canada) turned 
out, making the night a nazi-free success! 

The only trouble recently has been that 
boneheads here have finally mastered com¬ 
puter skills beyond playing Solitaire and 
Minesweeper, and have taken to Maritimes 
Indymedia in an effort to tout their racist mes¬ 
sages of white supremacy and anti-immigrant 
agenda online. A few nazis (Craig Flemming, 
Daniel Feltmate, and Gary Leaver of the 
Heritage Front in Halifax, and military 
bonehead Jeff Standring) have made 
threats against the safety of ECARA members, 
posting their names and photos on the internet, 
and threatening to "go to their houses" to 
attack them. 

However, ECARA has been able to 
monitor their activity closely, and do intel 
work on them which has provided us with 
valuable leads on what they're upto at the 
moment, and on what exactly they do know 


about us (as opposed to the heavily inflated 
claims). 

Jeff Standring has been a prominent pur¬ 
veyor of online hate against antifas in the east, 
even though he is currently in Kingston, 

Ontario working in the army. He first made a 
name for himself in Fredericton, New 
Bruswick where he formed a bonehead gang 
consisting of mainly high school kids, back in 
the late 1990s. They disrupted multicultural 
celebrations, and made life rough for a lot of 
non-racist youth in the city. Eventually the 
group disbanded, in large part because of the 
strong efforts by ECARA (then known as 
Fredericton ARA) members. Jeff continued 
writing white pride, anti-ARA letters to local 
newspapers anonymously, and remained a 
minor nuisance. 

Early in the fall season of 2002, a group 
of young people in Fredericton knew that Jeff 
was back in the city (he had been around the 
province, living for a substantial while in Saint 
John). Angered that this nazi thug had come 
back to Fredericton on an overly long pitstop 
before heading west, they decided to take 
action. Following some intense intel work, 
they managed to lure him onto a university 
campus (where he thought he was meeting an 


'aryan princess') and surrounded him with 
cameras and chants, demanding that they did 
not want him in their city. For good measure, 
his car was was decorated with lovely 
Maritime eggs. 

Besides not having a neck, Jeff has had 
his arms graced with noticeable tattoo work, 
which makes him fairly easy to identify. He is 
a frequent poster on the Freedomsite message 
board, and often lurks online for a female 
companion who can satisfy his 'manly urges'. 
Jeff is also a Ku Klux Klan supporter, and was 
planning on going to Nordic Fest, organized 
by the Imperial Klans of America, in 2002. He 
is in the Canadian Armed Forces, and has aspi¬ 
rations of being a military policeman. We're 
currently pursuing this, bringing to the atten¬ 
tion of his superiors that there is a nazi (one of 
many) within their ranks. 

Another atlantic provinces nazi who has 
been frequenting the net is Marcel Prevost. 

Originally from Moncton, Marcel is a 
close friend of Malcolm Ross (author of 
Holocaust denial material), who is currently 
living on the north side of Fredericton. Marcel 
is the New Brunswick representative for the 
Heritage Front and the Canada First 
Immigration Reform Committee. He enjoys 


distributing anti-immigration business cards, 
as well as shoddy white power posters. He is 
also a friend of Jeff Standring and is currently 
an unemployed goon who lives in the base¬ 
ment of his family's house (they have the 
unfortunate task of living with him, since they 
disagree heavily with his racist views). Marcel 
has been photographed giving nazi salutes in 
downtown Moncton at 'Smash Racism 2001, 
and has also stolen ECARA banners. Truly a 
nazi pest, he and Standring both attended Paul 
Fromm's CFIRC meeting in Halifax last July, 
which ECARA proudly crashed (see a more 
detailed article on the next page). 

As usual though, ECARA is making leaps 
and bounds of progress above and beyond 
anything being done by Maritime fascists. We 
have plans to host a concert this fall as a joint- 
venture with a youth group currently forming 
in an urban centre in New Brunswick. More 
details to come on this as they emerge. We're 
also coming out with two new flyers: "Hate in 
the East" and a revised "What is ARA" publi¬ 
cation styled off of ARA T-Dot's famous flyer. 
Stay tuned for more antifa news from the east 
in the next issue of 'On The Prowl'. 


eastcoastara® canada.com 
www.antiracistaction .ca/eastcoast 
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anti-fascist 
scene reports 


.Baltimore backs aitifas. 


In April 2002 the National Alliance put 
out the call for white supremacists to march on 
Washington D.C. to protest U.S. support of 
Israel. The N.A. is arguably the most impor¬ 
tant grassroots fascist outfit on the American 
scene right now. A group that’s bought out 
white power record labels like “Resistance”. 
They’ve been using these records, magazines, 
and websites as an effective organizing/ 
recruiting vehicle (not to mention profitable - 
pulling in $1 mil.+ per year). They’ve built a 
sizable “street” following with boneheads and 
other shit-ticks while also trying to appeal to 
suits, kops, workers, and more recently the 
anti-globalization movement. This latest move 
with the march in D.C. was an attempt at 
making links with the Palestinian peoples’ 
struggle. Knowing this, anti-fascists against 
the occupation of Palestinian land were mobi¬ 
lizing to show the fash exactly where they 
could shove their fake-ass “solidarity”. 

Baltimore & D.C. area antifas pulled 
together the D.C. Anti-Fascist Network to 
build a broad based opposition to the fascists 
headed for the streets of D.C. The goal was to 
include Palestinian solidarity activists, antifas, 
anti-racists, and anti-capitalist. As time went 
on it became clear that there were some in the 
D.C.A.F.N. with objections to militantly com¬ 
bating the fash when they show up. Objections 
strong enough that they were unwilling to 
work with the crew that pulled this network 
together in the first place. 

At about the same time as this 

■ 

D.C.A.F.N. drama was dragging out, our 
buddies in “The Anti-Defamation League” 
sent out a press release with the creative title: 
“National Alliance: bad. Anti-Racist Action: 


almost as bad”. Cute. Who needs enemies 
huh? 

It looked like our only option was to roll 
with those we could trust: ARA, NEFAC, 
Antifa & Redskins, and all the rest of the mili¬ 
tant antifascists that could make it to D.C. 

Just days before the march the crew in 
Baltimore got information that a busload of 
boneheads were staying overnight at a hotel in 
town where they were going to leave as a 
group in the early morning of the N.A. march 
in nearby D.C. Rumour has it boneheads woke 
to an unpleasant reception in the parking lot of 
the hotel the morning of the march. Further 
rumour has it the bus that was to be used for 
the trip to D.C. retained some damage, as did 
the faces of several less than “proud-noble 
warriors of the white race”. 

These accounts remain no more than 
rumours as the the only hard evidence is the 
piss poor camera work of a cowering N.A. 
supporter stuck in a pepper spray filled 
smashed-windowed chartered bus. 

Unfortunately, 27 of us were picked up 
by bewildered cops who seemed to have no 
idea what was going on. Assault, deadly 
and/or dangerous weapon, felony destruction 
of property, riot, and disorderly conduct 
charges were laid against 2. A stunning 23 
assault charges were laid against 1 Baltimore 
antifa in addition to the other charges. 

Well that’s it something? All our critics 
(fascist and “anti-racist” alike) were right! 
We’re just extremist thugs with no justification 
to interfere with the freedom of speech of 
upstanding law abiding nazis like the National 
Alliance. 

That’s not quite how the people of 



In August 2002, 600 supporters of the 
National Alliance marched to the steps 
of the White House in Washington D.C., 
enjoying the protection of hundreds of 
DC police, FBI and Secret Service. 1000 
anti-racists rallied against them. 


That night, the National Alliance held a 
concert a National Guard Armoury 
nearby, against all the regulations about 
use of military facilities for hate groups. 
And yes, the placard does really read: 
“Israel: World’s #1 Ecstasy Exporter”. 


Baltimore saw things. 

It all started when wagons full of con¬ 
spicuously melanin-deficient prisoners (that’d 
be us) showed up at the county jail. I say con¬ 
spicuously because damn near everyone in the 
holding pens, cells, and common areas was 
black and damn near all of us weren’t. This 
lead to some confusion on the prisoners’ part. 
There’s just some things you take for granted, 
like the sky is blue,water is wet, and the amer- 
ican legal system is built on a foundation of 
white supremacy. So somebody must have 
fucked up the paper work to send all these 
white folk to county, right? 

After establishing that we weren’t part of 
a “scared straight” program for suburban 
youth, or the nazi skinheads the prisoners had 
heard about, the atmosphere got down right 
friendly in the pens. 

It didn’t take a lot of debate or con¬ 
vincing to get these guys on side with directly 
and militantly confronting fascist or racist 
organizing. And you can’t write their enthu¬ 
siasm for militant anti-fascism on them being 
gangsters and thugs cuz from what i could tell 
WE made up the largest portion of the few 
that were charged with “violent offenses” 
waiting to be processed. But there was a whole 


lot of open liquor container charges, probation 
violations, and minor drug possessions. And i 
seriously doubt the ambulance attendants, 
minivan drivers, and all the other motorists 
honking for our friends supporting us outside 
the jail could be characterized as thugs, 
extremists or terrorists either. 

Not enough can be said about the back up 
we got from our friends outside. Within 48 
hours over $30,000 (US) was raised to pay all 
our bail and get us out. Allies from all over 
pulled together whatever cash they could and 
gave cash THEY needed. Folk emptied their 
bank accounts, gave their rent money, and hit 
up their friends to kick in too. 

It wasn’t just cash. Everyone that got out 
had food, a drink, a cigarette, and friends 
waiting for them. 

So let ‘em denounce us, threaten to 
snitch, and (gasp!) write unflattering press 
releases about us for the Was hington g rat 
Who fuckin needs ‘em anyways. We’ll get 
enough support from people that matter than 
to be sweating about the opportunists, collabo¬ 
rators, fence-sitters, and political hijackers. 


East Coast Anti-Racist Active Resistance Revisited 


On July 13, 2002 the Canada First 
Immigration Reform Committee (CFIRC) held 
a meeting on Canada’s immigration policy at 
the Quinpool-Robie Holiday Inn in Halifax, 
NS. CFIRC, a far-right wing white suprema¬ 
cist organization including such Canadian 
racists as Paul Fromm and Marc Lemire 
(national leader of the Heritage Front), 
claimed to have drawn a number of white men 
to their event, which advocated an anti-immi¬ 
grant policy and the complete closure of 
borders to people of colour. It was a clear bid 
for mainstream legitimacy in the context of the 
ongoing Canadian state-sanctioned crackdown 
on immigrants and refugees, and it didn’t go 
unopposed. 

East Coast Anti-Racist Action and a 
number of local Halifax organizers hammered 
together a march, picket, and direct action at 
the Holiday Inn, bringing together anti-racists 
from all over the Maritimes. The direct action 
component was simple and solid: charge into 
the hotel and shut CFIRC down. Stink bombs 
and upturned book tables were the result when 
close to 100 flag bearing, banner waving 

angry East-Coasters show up. The event was 

soon attended by the local Halifax pigs and 
some imported RCMP heavies from 
Intelligence, and the cops proceeded to protect 
the CFIRC meeting after waving off accusa¬ 
tions of hate-crimes against immigrants being 


committed in the hotel. But it doesn’t end 
there. 

Denise Allen, a tireless Africville com¬ 
munity activist and African-Nova Scotian 
freedom fighter, was at the march, leafletting 
and calling out to hotel patrons, warning them 
of the racist hatemongers and white settler 
hypocrites inside. Displaying stickers snatched 
(by others) from the CFIRC table that 
screamed in blood-red letters “Immigration 
can KILL you!,” Denise was incredibly effec¬ 
tive at letting people know about the white 
supremacists inside, and disrupted business as 
usual. 

“I can count on my hand the people who 
didn’t walk right out of there, and those who 
stayed were those who couldn’t get hotel 
rooms elsewhere,” said Denise. “No one was 
going in”. 

One of the groups of people who left 
were the family and friends of Mi’qmaq resis¬ 
tance legend Donald Marshall Jr., who was 
wrongfully imprisoned for 11 years for a 
murder he didn’t commit by a racist Halifax 
police and justice system. (Also the same 
Junior Marshall who successfully won recog¬ 
nition of Mi’qmaq treaty rights in 1999). 
Around 30-35 Cape Breton native Mi’qmaq 
youth, women, men and elders who had come 
to visit Donald in the hospital took their busi¬ 
ness elsewhere despite the logistical difficulty. 


They drove off in a convoy after many loudly 
expressed their disgust and anger at the racist 
lies being spread with the complicity of the 
local cops and the hotel owners. 

Following the dispersal of the demo and 
the picket, some folks hung around to 
welcome CFIRC when they left the hotel. 
Some dents in a CFIRC car resulted. CFIRC 
goons, angry at the effective action and media 
relations of Denise Allen, chased her home, 
taking photos of her house and car licence 
plate and posting them on their website. When 
she called the cops to report the harassment 
and terror tactics of the thugs, they took an 
hour and a half to get to her house, and, in an 
astounding display of amicable cop-nazi rela¬ 
tions, had already chatted with the CFIRC 
guys before getting to Denise’s house. No 
charges were laid. “Imagine it was a group of 
Black men from North Preston that chased a 
white woman to her home - they’d round 
every Black man up in the city!” said Denise. 
“People would do time!” 

Later, Denise observed that tanks of gas 
that heated her home had been tampered with. 
Her photo, address and licence remain posted 
on the net- a thinly veiled threat leveled at a 
prominent and outspoken local organizer, with 
no police or state action to take it down. In 
response to these and other threats, the com¬ 
munity rallied around Denise and held a large, 


boisterous, and broad-based march on July 19, 
2002 to condemn CFIRC, the terrorizing of 
Denise, and state and business racism. 

Today, last summer’s events stand as a 
testament to the racist double standard of the 
local authorities when it comes to serving and 
protecting, and to the possibility of effective 
community co-operation and resistance by 
local First Nations, African Nova Scotians, 
people of colour, and allies. Denise is still out¬ 
raged and rightfully worried by the far right’s 
targeting of her, but continues to struggle on 
with her community for justice. This May, 
she’s celebrating the graduation of the first 
African Nova Scotian physiotherapist to grad¬ 
uate in the province: her niece. “This province 
has a double standard on everything from 
policing to health care,” she says “It’s a form 
of segregation going on here”. CFIRC would 
be proud. 

Nova Scotia Racist State Fact: Nova Scotia 
still has a bounty out on the scalps of 
Aboriginal men, women, or children. The 
bounty was instated during three periods of 
armed indigenous resistance to the British 
in the eighteenth century, and left on as a 
warning. 

CFIRC’s threatening website: 
www.canadafirst.net/cfirc_in_action/halifax/ 
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Rodney Bobiwasb 


It was a sad day last January 13, 2002, 
when our friend Rodney Bobiwash passed 
away. Before his untimely death he was an 
activist known to many people worldwide. 
Born to the Bear Clan of the Mississagi 
Nation (his Anishnabe name was 
Wacoquaakmik, Breath of the Land), he was 
able to relate to many different people , and his 
memorial service at the Native Centre drew 
700 people from a wide swath of cross-cul¬ 
tural Ontario. We were honoured to work 
closely with Rodney in the early ARA days, as 
his organization, Klanbusters, provided much- 
needed logistical and moral support. Actually 
in Toronto it was Native activists who first 
openly opposed the Heritage Front, through 
Klanbusters and CASNP (Canadian Alliance 
in Solidarity with Native Peoples) who held 
the first anti-HF rallies. 

As Kevin Thomas, (one of those early 
ARA members) put it, "It was no accident that 
Bobiwash touched so many lives. Besides his 
awesome roster of achievements - founder of 
Klanbusters, professor of aboriginal studies, 
executive director of the Native Canadian 
Centre, defender of Colombia's Embera-Katio 
people, organizer of the Third Encounter For 
Humanity, director of the Forum for Global 
Exchange, and so much more — he was one of 
those rare personalities who coupled serious 
dedication with an immense sense of humour 
and penchant for mischief. No one who knew 
him could forget him." 

Following is a talk Rodney gave at the U 
of Waterloo in October 1993. It was organized 
by WPIRG's (Waterloo Public Interest 
Research Group) Promoting Equality 
Workgroup and billed as a teach-in on racism 
and hate groups. Not only is the talk still rele¬ 
vant, we want to keep alive the memory of 
Rodney as an anti-fascist thinker as well as all 
of his other accomplishments. 

Aaniin. I would like to welcome you in 
my own language, Anishnaabe, Ojibwa. 

Aaniin is a word of welcome. From my point 
of view when we talk about racism in Canada 
we have to back it up a long time before the 
Heritage Front, before the Western Guard, 
before the rise of the Klan in the 1920s, back 
to the very beginning of European occupation 
of North America. We have to acknowledge 
that this society as a whole was founded on 
some very fundamentally racist principles. A 
society which has not only been founded 
upon, but has continuously, from the time of 
the first occupation, ben- 


efitted from the exploitation of those princi¬ 
ples, and the exploitation of the people they've 
been applied to, whether they be aboriginal 
people, or African people imported in to work 
as slaves on plantations, or more recent immi¬ 
grants brought to work on farms or in industry. 

This is not to say that I believe all Cana¬ 
dians are racists, that you are gonna go home 
tonight and wear sheets and bum a cross in 
your backyard. We have to understand, and 
accept the reality that racism hatred, bigotry, is 
a phenomenon that is not an aberration, racists 
did not drop in from pluto, they are in fact 
around us in our communities. And not just on 
the fringes but right next door, they go to 
school next to us, work in jobs next to us. This 
is a fundamental starting point for us, that 
racists are part of our society. 

We then come to the realization that 
dealing with racism only on an institutional 
level is never gonna be successful. It will 
create some checks and balances, and make it 
harder for racists to spew their venom. But if 
we make it just a police problem, dealing with 
racists only as criminals*, or we deal with 
them in the schools only on institutional level, 
create policies and wait for bureacrats to 
enforce it, all we will be doing is dealing with 
symptoms of the disease, not the disease itself. 
The fundamental principle is that racists are in 
our communities. When we understand that, 
we can empower ourselves and other commu¬ 
nity members to step out and isolate them. 
That's how we deal with racists. That's the 
most fundamental truth we have. If in fact 
racists occupy a particular bar and we can 
organize enough people to go into that bar, and 
change it to an anti-racist bar, they're forced to 
move on. And pretty soon they will be feeling 
uncomfortable. We can reveal where they 
work - I'm not talking about anything illegal - 
just let it be known where they work. It is 
matter of interest to their coworkers. They can 
make it uncomfortable for them. Maybe the 
boss decides, why do I want this in the work¬ 
place, it hurts productivity, and then that 
person loses his job because of that. And 
someone sitting next to you in class, rather 
than laughing at the little [racist] joke he or 
she makes, you freeze them out, and say that's 
unacceptable to me. On the street, if I see 
someone painting a swastika, that is unaccept¬ 
able to me; I don't want holocaust survivors in 
my neighbourhood to see that and feel that 
misery. That's a community issue for me, I 
will confront that person, and take community 
action. 

If you are going to do 
this work you have to 
become familiar with who 
racists are. You cannot deal 
with racism without dealing 
with hate groups. It's fine to 
talk about institutional 
racism and need to change 
institutions to become more 
representative; we have to 
recognize that institutional 
racism hurts a lot more 
people every day than 
organized racism. But if 
we don't deal with racism 
in its most obvious mani¬ 
festations, how can we 
deal with racism in its 
more subtle manifesta¬ 
tions? If you're not gonna 
deal with someone next 
door to you, if you live 
near London, out in 
RR#1, and Martin 
Weiche is your neighbour 
burning a cross next door 
to you and you don't 
want to deal with that, 
how are you gonna deal 


with someone who is making a racist joke, or 
a joke about women, or gay people, or any 
other form of intolerance. 

Part of the problem in Canada has been a 
reluctance on the part of Canadian society to 
recognize racism, to understand that it's woven 
into the daily fabric of our living. That's why I 
start with 500 years ago, with the ideologies of 
imperialism and expansion, colonialism which 
was racist in their intent, racist in their prac¬ 
tice, and racist in their result. Take a look at 
the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
which found, and you ask, how come aborig¬ 


inal people are incarcerated at twice the 
national rate, how come aboriginal people live 
in poverty at twice the national rate, how come 
the education achieved is grade 7 when the 
average Canadian finishes grade 10. The 
founding of Canada was itself undue exploita¬ 
tion, native people were dispossessed, that 
itself was a racist act. 

Know your own community. In the native 
community I often see people who want to 
help us out. That's okay, but if you are not 
ready to work in your own backyard, in your 
own house to clean it up I have trouble 
accepting that you want to come into my 
house and clean it up. You need to know who 
your community is, who are the stakeholders 
in your community, what your own stake is. 

You are students, you have a wonderful 
place, but there is a limitation in that you are 
only here for a few years. You won't be able to 
have a long term strategy, rather a series of 
short strategies. But you do what you can, and 
build in stuff for people coming behind you. 
Just cause it's a limitation doesn't mean you 
don't do anything. Look at the resources you 
have. Incredible resources, WPIRG, Faculty 
Council, Board of Governors, Senate, Student 
Council, etc. You have a wealth of resources, 
fiscal resources and more importantly human 
resources. You have time and you have talent, 
and you are learning how to think (hopefully) 
which is an incredibly precious resource. I 
taught university for 3 years. I know it is 
heresy to say this but I don't care so much 
what people learn, I care more how they learn 
and that they learn how to think analytically, 
to pull things apart and put them back 
together. Creating solutions. 

So now we get to strategies. You've iden¬ 
tified your community, identified your 
resources, identified the hatemongers. I think 
there are very few wrong strategies. People get 
really worried about doing the wrong thing, 
about making mistakes. I think there are a lot 
of lost opportunities, not necessarily a lot of 
wrong strategies. 


Strategies need to be indigenous to your 
community. You can look at Toronto, we have 
Klanbusters, we have ARA, we have Citizens 
Against Racism. They've all done a lot of 
work. It's exciting, but maybe it's not right to 
do here, maybe it is. It has to be from you, and 
be carried out by you, and be realistic. I can't 
tell you what your strategy should be. It's only 
possible to make suggestions. And within the 
university community there will be smaller 
communities you can work within. 

In the end because you are here for only 
3 or 4 years you should not be discouraged by 


any apparent lack of progress, if you are not 
able to shut them down tomorrow. You might 
not see results wi thin the time you are here. 
Your strategies should be based upon the idea 
that we have to shut them down for good 10 
years from now. In Toronto in the late 70s 
there were groups that were very successful in 
shutting down the Klan, like RACAR. But 
after they succeeded, they thought okay, the 
racists all gone back to Alabama. But they 
didn't. They went back to their homes and con¬ 
tinued to organize and came back stronger 
than ever in the 90s. Now we need strategies 
for 5 or 10 years down the road. The racists 
are looking to secure a white northamerica, not 
tomorrow, but in the future, and they are 
training young people now to carry that 
agenda. Some of them are going to prison, and 
they are gonna come out and be even more 
committed. We need to think about how to 
bring anti-racists out in the future, people with 
skills. Ourselves, hopefully will still be 
around, but others are coming up behind us. 

We need to realize that the only effective 
defence against racism is tolerance, combat 
hate with love. We can make as many laws as 
we want, send racists off to jail but in the end 
only one thing gonna defeat racism, which is 
to reach out to each other, start to deal with 
the racism within ourselves, our own preju¬ 
dices, and to get beyond them, and start 
reaching out to our neighbours. Then we are 
building a society where racism is not only not 
tolerated, it's unthinkable. 

Meegwetch. 

*Rodney digressed here to joke about 
Ken Barker, a Durham Region Heritage Front 
organizer, who had just been arrested for 
armed robbery. "This is the kind of people 
we're dealing with... you want to pull off an 
armed robbery so you rob a donut shop at 2:30 
in the morning and think you won't run into 
the police?" 
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Klanbusters 


Klanbusters flyer, 1992 
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“quick and dirty” in the 90s 

twill’s att-racist squeegee sane 


digging the 
roots of ARA 



In 1994 and 1995, ARA campaigned against two stores in downtown Toronto which were 
owned by neo-nazi activists from England. The stores sold boots and shoes over the counter, 
and white power music under the counter. They also served as meeting points for boneheads 
on Yonge Street and Queen Street. Propaganda and protests like this one (December 94) 
forced the owners to close up shop. 


I moved to Toronto approximately 8 
years ago and one of my earliest memories of 
Toronto was the action in front of IXL on 
Queen West. I used to panhandle not too far 
from there and when I saw a crowd of masked 
people singing "These are the nazis in the 
neighbourhood..." I could not help but join in. 

I was still new to Toronto and knew practically 
no one but I knew the issues in my neighbour¬ 
hood and the boneheads were a big one. At 
times nazis were a bigger threat to our health 
than the conditions most of us street kids were 
living in. 

We were beaten in the parks while we 
slept, attacked on the streets by groups of 3 or 
more, friends were stabbed and left for dead 
and the cops never really seemed to care. The 
enemy was real, and it was time to fight back. 

Never before had I seen a group of disor¬ 
ganized people organize themselves so 
quickly. Over 60 of us were together at Queen 
and John in what seemed like minutes. We 
marched straight down Queen and up Yonge. 
Once we were close to Evergreen we took the 
street. The usual nazi contingent were hanging 
around out front, their group was completed 
with a dog in sunglasses and a bandana, just to 
show a bit of class I suspect. The boneheads 
were clearly intimidated. 

We weren't dumb enough to start a battle 
right in the middle of Yonge in broad daylight. 
We had a message, we weren't afraid to con¬ 
front our enemies and we needed their cow¬ 
ardly attacks to stop. A truce was agreed to, 
stay off Queen or you'll be beaten down every 
time and we'll stay clear of Yonge for the most 
part. Quick and dirty, things were done just as 


the pigs showed up to see what was hap¬ 
pening. 

Neither side fully kept their part of their 
deal but we did keep our part that said nazi 
boneheads would be beaten down every time 
they were spotted on our streets. Eventually 
the violence quieted down, just as a bigger 
enemy factored into the equation. 

Mike Harris and his Progressive 
Conservatives took power in Ontario and their 
impact on the street scene was unsettling. 
Those that managed to get things together 
enough to get onto welfare and a roof over 
their head saw their cheques cut from a 
maximum of $663 to $520. The going rate for 
a bachelor in Parkdale was $500. 

Back to the street. There was an alarm¬ 
ingly high number of youth visible and living 
on the streets of Toronto from 1996-98. Many 
took to squeegeeing to make money as 
opposed to panhandling or doing runs for drug 
dealers. The acts of self survival and determi¬ 
nation, and the symptoms of poverty exploded 
in the media as Harris and Lastman's criminal¬ 
ization of poverty turned these young people's 
lives into a spectacle. Councillor Ila Bossons 
tried to sneak in an anti-squeegee/panhandling 
bylaw that again we mobilized against, but 
this time we were more organized. We began 
organizing meetings at a local drop-in centre 
and were greatly supported by OCAP and 
ARA. Active Resistance, an anarchist confer¬ 
ence, was taking place in August of 98 and 
allowed us to make our voice its strongest. 

The "Hands Off Street Youth" march saw a 
group of 1000 street youth and their supporters 
take their demands for justice down Queen 


Street, up University and then to the front 
doors of 52 division. 

That was the last time that I really saw 
the street community mobilize itself on Queen 
West. Sure, there have been been a couple 
mass squeegees at Queen and Spadina but 
those were attempts to revitalize what was 
once there - and you can't fake that. The face 
of Queen St. has changed and the faces of the 
nazis have changed. The racist attitudes which 


we once stood up to fight against are now 
being preached by some of these kids on the 
street. I never thought I'd see the day when 
nazi punks can walk proudly down Queen 
without being smashed but it's happening 
every day. I don't know if history will repeat 
itself again but as the saying goes,"Those that 
do not remember history are condemned to 
repeat it." 



As ARA connected more with punks on Queen, they started 
their own group, Street Kids Against Racism (SKAR).They 
chased the boneheads off Queen, and also came out to 
demos like this one in 1995, against police brutality and the 
frame-up of Black political prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal. 



ONTARIO COALITION AGAINST POVERTY 
ACTIVE RESISTANCE • ANTI-RACIST ACTION 


Bring bonnets, signs and lob of aHitude! Fof more info & endooemenh please col OCAP 925-6939 or AKA 631-8835 


Poster (left) and 
photo (right) 
from “Hands Off 
Street Youth”. 

Thanks to 
David Maltby for 
the beautiful 
photos (left and 
above). He died 
of meningitis in 
2001, after 
being seriously 
weakened by 
tear gas 
exposure at the 
Quebec City 
protests against 
the Summit of 
the Americas 
and the FTAA. 
RIP. 



It’s time for a raise 

the living wage - living income campaign 


The Harris-Eves government froze the 
minimum wage at $6.85 an hour in 1995. It's 
even lower for students ($6.40) and liquor 
servers ($5.95). Six Canadian provinces have 
raised their minimum wage since 2001. 

Inflation has dealt minimum wage earners 
a 20 per cent pay cut. If you work 35 hours a 
week in a big city you are almost $6,000 
below the poverty line. 

Low-wage work is a big reason why 
poverty is high in Ontario. More than one 
million workers, many of them young, earn 
poverty-level wages (under $10 an hour). 

The majority of minimum wage workers 
are adult women and workers of colour. 
Overwhelmingly, transitions in the workforce 
are forcing more people onto the minimum 


wage. 

In 1995, the Conservatives slashed social 
assistance (Ontario Works) by almost 22 per 
cent. Disability benefits (Ontario Disability 
Support Program) were frozen in 1993. A 
single person receives, at most, $520 a month 
from social assistance or $930 from disability. 
Two adults and 2 children get only $1,770, if 
one adult has a disability. Many families spend 
most of this on rent. 

Single-parent families on social assis¬ 

tance are $10,000 below the poverty line. 

This is driving people into abject poverty. 
People seek assistance for many reasons, but 
many are aged 20 to 35 and single parent fam¬ 
ilies, most led by women. 

When they find work, it is too often low 


wage, part-time, temporary or casual. These 
low-wage earners increasingly need social 
assistance from time-to-time. 

The Ontario government that slashed 
social assistance, disability and minimum 
wage rates was able to raise MPPs' pay by 
more than 35 per cent. 

This provincial election, demand a gov¬ 
ernment that will ensure a decent standard of 
living for all Ontarians. 

Raise the minimum wage to $10 an hour. 

Raise the housing portion of social assis¬ 
tance and disability benefits to cover the real 
cost of shelter. 

Protect incomes from rising costs. Tie the 
minimum wage, social assistance and dis¬ 
ability benefit rates to inflation. Inflation has 


soared 20 per cent. Water, fuel and electricity 
costs are 30 per cent higher. Food prices have 
risen 14 per cent. Ontario rents rose from $665 
to $836 a month for a one bedroom apartment, 
a 26 per cent increase. 

When social assistance, disability benefits 
and minimum wages are too low, we are all 
insecure. 

www.ocsj.ca 

The Ontario Needs a Raise Coalition is a 
broad group including legal clinics, 
antipoverty, labour, community, low-wage 
workers students', and women's groups. To get 
involved, contact the Ontario Coalition for 
Social Justice (416) 441-3714. 
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Weapons of Mass BesMoo: 

Who Said What When 

shamelessly lifted, in great part, from the CounterPunch Wire 

Simply stated, there is no doubt that Saddam Hussein now has weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Dick Cheney August 26, 2002 

Right now, Iraq is expanding and improving facilities that were used for the production 
of biological weapons. 

George W. Bush September 12, 2002 

We know for a fact that there are weapons there. 

Ari Fleischer January 9, 2003 

Our intelligence officials estimate that Saddam Hussein had the materials to produce as 
much as 500 tons of sarin, mustard and VX nerve agent. 

George W. Bush January 28, 2003 

We have sources that tell us that Saddam Hussein recently authorized Iraqi field com¬ 
manders to use chemical weapons - the very weapons the dictator tells us he does not 
have. 

George Bush February 8, 2003 

We are asked to accept Saddam decided to destroy those weapons. I say that such a 
claim is palpably absurd. 

Tony Blair, Prime Minister 18 March, 2003 

There is no doubt that the regime of Saddam Hussein possesses weapons of mass 
destruction. As this operation continues, those weapons will be identified, found, along 
with the people who have produced them and who guard them. Gen. Tommy Franks 
March 22, 2003 

One of our top objectives is to find and destroy the WMD. There are a number of sites. 
Pentagon Spokeswoman Victoria Clark March 22, 2003 

We know where they are. They are in the area around Tikrit and Baghdad. 

Donald Rumsfeld March 30, 2003 

We are learning more as we interrogate or have discussions with Iraqi scientists and 
people within the Iraqi structure, that perhaps he destroyed some, perhaps he dispersed 
some. And so we will find them. 

George Bush April 24, 2003 

Before people crow about the absence of weapons of mass destruction, I suggest they 
wait a bit. 

Tony Blair 28 April, 2003 

We'll find them. It'll be a matter of time to do so. 

George Bush May 3, 2003 

I am confident that we will find evidence that makes it clear he had weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Colin Powell May 4, 2003 

I never believed that we'd just tumble over weapons of mass destruction in that 
country. 

Donald Rumsfeld May 4, 2003 

U.S. officials never expected that "we were going to open garages and find' 1 weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Condoleeza Rice May 12, 2003 

I just don’t know whether it was all destroyed years ago - I mean, there's no question 
that there were chemical weapons years ago — whether they were destroyed right 
before the war, (or) whether they're still hidden. 

Maj. Gen. David Petraeus, Commander 101st Airborne May 13, 2003 

Before the war, there's no doubt in my mind that Saddam Hussein had weapons of 
mass destruction, biological and chemical. I expected them to be found. I still expect 
them to be found. 

Gen. Michael Hagee, Commandant of the Marine Corps May 21, 2003 

Given time, given the number of prisoners now that we're interrogating, I'm confident 
that we're going to find weapons of mass destruction. 

Gen. Richard Myers, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff May 26, 2003 

They may have had time to destroy them, and I don't know the answer. 

Donald Rumsfeld May 27, 2003 

For reasons that have a lot to do with the US government bureaucracy, we settled on 
the one issue that everyone could agree on: weapons of mass destruction. 

Paul Wolfowitz May 28, 2003 

Let's look at it simply. The most important difference between North Korea and Iraq is 
that economically, we just had no choice in Iraq. The country swims on a sea of oil. 

Paul Wolfowitz, May 31, 2003 - when asked why the US was engaging with North 
Korea diplomatically, in contrast to the Iraq invasion 
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Why the II 


If there is a country that has committed 
unspeakable atrocities in the world, it is the 
United States. 

Nelson Mandela, at the International 
Women’s Forum in Johannesburg, Jan 2003 

The USA pretends to stand for democracy and 
freedom. The invasion of Iraq, US authorities 
say, was to liberate Iraqis from a brutal dic¬ 
tator. But in fact, the USA has never been 
about democracy and freedom. It has always 
been about building big business on stolen 
land, with stolen resources, using the labour of 
poor or enslaved people. And this isn't ancient 
history - it's still happening. Africans are 
working for slave wages today in US prisons. 
Native people are still being forced off their 
lands. And right before our very eyes we are 
watching the same thing go down in Iraq. 
Check it out - this war wasn't about "weapons 
of mass destruction". Even they admit it today, 
thinking we're all too lazy or scared or brain¬ 
washed to do anything about it. Well, are we? 
Or will we pay attention to history and under¬ 
stand just exactly how and why this war was 
all about oil? 

Whose Oil? 

Iraq has the second largest reserves of oil in 
the world, after Sa udi Arabia. And considering 
that the world's supply of oil is predicted to 
run out in the next 50 years, this is a very big 
deal. More so for Europe than for the US. The 
US can get oil from its own territory, Mexico, 
South America and Africa. But Europe gets 
3/4 of its oil from the Middle East. And 
Europe's economy is doing a lot better than the 
economies of the US or Canada. So the US 
wants to control the oil that Europe needs. 

Who owns Iraq's oil? Who should benefit 
from selling it to the big corporations? The 
easy answer is: the people who live in Iraq, of 
course. But the big corporations have never 
seen it that way. They prefer to take the oil at 
the cheapest price possible, and don't figure 
that the people who live on that resource, or 
work to extract it, have any right to the bene¬ 
fits of selling such a valuable commodity. 

Middle East oil was first discovered by 
Europeans in 1908, in what is now Iran. The 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company was founded then 
and eventually became British Petroleum, a 
company mostly owned by the British govern¬ 
ment itself until the 1980s. To protect British 
oil supplies from the Turks, who allied with 
Germany in World War I, Britain invaded what 
is now Iraq and captured Baghdad in 1917. An 
uprising against British control in 1920 was 
suppressed by massive aerial bombing. Sound 
familiar? Even though Britain established a 
puppet government to run the new country in 
1921, they still hung onto control of the army, 
the finances... and the oil. Super-cheap oil 
from colonized nations like Iraq fueled the 
development of Europe and the West, while 
Iraqi people lived in poverty. Sound familiar? 

World War II weakened the European 
colonial powers and opened a way for Third 
World countries to assert themselves. In 1950, 
the US company Aramco was forced to share 
oil profits 50-50 with the Saudi Arabian gov¬ 
ernment. The next year, Iran put into place a 
nationalist government under Mossadeq, who 
took steps to nationalize the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company. The Iraqi Petroleum Cpmpany was 
forced to share its profits 50-50 with the Iraqi 
government for the first time - though that 
money went first to big landlords and corrupt 
politicians. 

The British puppet government In Iraq 
was thrown out of power in 1958 in a coup led 
by Abdel Karim Kassem, and the transforma¬ 
tion of Iraqi society began. Successive govern¬ 
ments legalized unions, took land away from 
big landlords and gave it to the peasants, took 


over banks and heavy industry, and developed 
a social welfare state. By 1975, the govern¬ 
ment had nationalized the Iraq Petroleum 
Company, and began charging more for their 
oil. Some of that money found its way to Iraqi 
people for the first time, and the whole society 
was developed through the 70s and 80s. 
Education and health care were free to the 
people. Virtually every village was wired for 
electrical power. Women participated in every 
sector of the economy; 46 percent of all 
teachers were women, 29 percent of all 
doctors, 46 percent of all dentists. Science and 
technology flourished. 

Promoting War 

All of these developments were very positive 
for Iraqi people. But the seeds of Iraq's 
destruction had also been sown. The US 
backed the most right wing and militaristic 
leaders to undermine Iraq’s development and 
encourage its military aggression. 

Abdel Karim Kassem, the popular and 
radical leader, was defeated by the more con¬ 
servative Ba'ath Party in a CIA-backed coup in 
1963. Party member Saddam Hussein helped 
murder 100s or 1000s of left-wingers as the 
Ba'ath consolidated their power. With US 
weapons and covert backing, Saddam Hussein 
ruthlessly eliminated any competition for 
power until he took over completely in 1979. 

A year later, with the support of the US, 
Iraq invaded Iran. Iran was in the midst of a 
revolution itself, to throw out the hated Shah 
(who had been backed by the West for years as 
he tortured and persecuted people there.) The 
US was very happy to have Iraq fighting Iran. 
Both were dynamic countries where people were 
taking control over their resources and trying to 
get out from under Western domination. 

In this eight year war, the US openly sup¬ 
ported Iraq with food and weapons, including 
chemical weapons. At the same time, the US 
secretly supplied Iran with powerful weapons 
too. That's what the "Iran-contra" scandal was 
all about - Oliver North and other far right 
military people were secretly selling weapons 
to Iran, against laws that the US Congress 
itself had made. They used the money to 
support right wing paramilitary fighters in 
Nicaragua (the "contras"), who were attacking 
the left wing government there. Congress had 
also outlawed support for the contras, but that 
didn't stop Oliver North. 

As the US played both sides, both Iran 
and Iraq were devastated. One million people 
died. Oil production went down and people 
suffered horribly. At the end of the war, the 
borders were in virtually the same place as at 
the beginning. The only one to benefit from 
the years of suffering were US military con¬ 
tractors and the US generally. Their domina¬ 
tion in the Middle East remained unchallenged 
with two of the most potentially powerful 
countries in the region locked in bloody and 
unwinnable combat. 

The war ended in 1988, and Iraq went 
back to developing its oil industry. Just two 
years later, the World Bank was ranking Iraq 
as one of the world's 17 "upper middle-income 
economies.” Imagine how much better off the 
Iraqi people would have been without eight 
years of war! 

Creation of an Enemy 

But more trouble was brewing. To his surprise, 
Saddam Hussein was about to be transformed 
from a US ally to a “new Hitler”. After the 
war with Iran ended, he accused Kuwait of 
stealing Iraqi oil. He wanted to invade Kuwait, 
which he saw as part of Iraq’s pre-colonial ter¬ 
ritory anyway. His militaristic priorities led 
him to the most deadly trap yet. On July 25, 
1990, he asked the US Ambassador, April 
Glaspie, what the US would do if Iraq invaded 
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Kuwait. She answered that the US wouldn't 
interfere; that it was an "Arab-Arab matter". 

Well, April Glaspie was lying. Eight days 
later, Iraq invaded Kuwait and the US used the 
invasion as an excuse to bomb the hell out of 
Iraq. The Gulf War cost 200,000 Iraqi lives. 

US bombers deliberately targeted water treat¬ 
ment plants, hospitals, the electrical system 
and agricultural warehouses and production 
plants. A UN mission that toured Iraq after the 
bombing campaign concluded: 

"The recent conflict has wrought near- 
apocalyptic results upon the economic infra¬ 
structure of what had been, until January 1991, 
a rather highly urbanized and mechanized 
society. Now, most means of modem life 
support have been destroyed or rendered 
tenuous. Iraq has, for some time to come, been 
relegated to a pre-industrial age * but with all 
the disabilities of post-industrial dependency 
on an intensive use of energy and technology." 

That devastation continued throughout the 
90s. Economic sanctions prevented Iraq from 
selling its oil and buying the food, medicine, 
tools and equipment it needed. Over 1 million 
Iraqis died from poverty, starvation, disease 
and hopelessness, half of them children. 

But the final move was yet to come. 
Saddam Hussein stayed in power. As the “evil 
dictator”, he remained the perfect target for 
US plans to take back Iraq's oil once and for 
all. 


Liberating Iraq’s oil 
- from the Iraqis 

Since the invasion, the US has been 
insisting that any day now, it will turn control 
of the oil over to the new Iraqi government. Of 
course this new government will do what the 
US wants - keep the oil flowing at cheap 
prices. While looters ravaged Baghdad, and 
stole countless archaeological and artistic trea¬ 
sures from the 6000-year old city’s museums, 
the Ministry of Oil was carefully guarded. 

This conquest has served the purposes no: 
only of US foreign policy in general, but 
today’s US rulers in particular. President 
George W. Bush's family has been running oil 
companies since 1950. National Security 
Advisor Condoleeza Rice sat on the board of 
Chevron, specializing in Central Asia. Vice 
President Dick Cheney spent the late '90s as 
CEO of Halliburton, the world's largest oil ser¬ 
vices company. A division of Halliburton, 
Kellog Brown and Root, was awarded a $7 
billion contract to rebuild Iraq’s oil infrastruc¬ 
ture after the war, and then to operate the 
plants and distribute the oil. 

The bottom line is this: for 100 years, the 
West has been using Iraq's oil to power its 
economy. People of Iraq have reaped the bene¬ 
fits from their own resource for just 16 years, 
between 1975 (when it was nationalized) until 
the Gulf War of 1991. Saddam Hussein has 
only been the excuse for this latest invasion 
and theft of Third World resources. 



Afghan women reject war 

They call oat US hypocrisy and lies! 


RAWA is a political/social organization of 
Afghan women struggling for peace, freedom, 
democracy and women's rights in Afghanistan. 
Active since 1977, RAWA has maintained 
underground schools and hospitals for women 
in the country and in refugee camps in 
Pakistan. RAWA has consistently spoken out 
against the fundamentalist parties and militias 
in Afghanistan, and against US policy in the 
region. Visit them at www.rawa.org. 

Statement of RAWA's anti-war 
demonstration in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, February 28 

The US Government Wants War, 

the People of US and the World Want Peace! 

Again the world has been plunged into a 
newly terrifying nightmare. The US and its 
allies are willing to destroy Saddam Hussein's 
regime- the regime with which till yesterday 
they were allied and which they supported in 
the war against Iran- and impose their own 
puppet government on the Iraqi people and by 
doing so repeat the ghastly tragedy of the Gulf 
War in which Saddam survived but the war 
caused the deaths of hundreds of thousands of 
innocent Iraqi people. 

While a war against terrorism in the name 
of democracy is the excuse for the attack, the 
people of Afghanistan, at least, know well the 
hidden nature of these claims and excuses. 

First the terrorist Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
was the favorite son - the recent American 
pronouncements against this hangman are 
meaningless. Then Osama and Mullah Omar 
occupied his place and now finally they pol¬ 
ished the grim appearance of the "Northern 
Alliance", beautifying them with pantaloons 


and neckties, and imposed them on our people. 

Will America do better than this in Iraq? 
The Iraqi people have suffered and been 
pushed to the limit by the crimes of Saddam's 
regime but this has never meant that they ask 
the US and its allies to save them with military 
intervention. The change of government in 
each country is the prerogative of the people 
of that country, otherwise the result will be 
neither stable nor sustainable for the long 
term. The puppet regimes of Parcham and 
Khalq followed by the criminal Jehadi regime, 
the Taliban and finally the re-imposition of the 
Jehadis, with Karzai as the president, are all 
proof of this claim. 

Even Afghan and other children 
throughout the world ask why, if the US wants 
to destroy rulers like Saddam Hussein, has it 
imposed the war criminals and professional 
terrorists, who are worse than Saddam's, in 
Afghanistan? 

If the US considers Saddam as a threat to 
the peace and security of the world and region 
and for this reason intends to disarm Iraq, then 
why does it support Israel, which is equipped 
with atomic weapons and is the butcher of the 
Palestinian people? 

Why doesn't the US government, which 
without any strong evidence or facts claims 
that the Iraqi regime has connections with A1 
Qaida, seriously consider these suspicions 
regarding other Arabic countries? Why doesn't 
the US government, which calls itself the 
champion of democracy, pay any respect to the 
voices of millions of anti-war people around 
the globe? 

The answers to all these questions are 
crystal clear to everyone: 

It is the oil of Iraq (the most important oil 
reserve in the world), the domination of the 


Middle East, the threatening and bullying of 
other countries and finally the desire to 
surpass its rivals that makes the US govern¬ 
ment resolute and determined to invade Iraq. It 
should be noted that still it is not clear which 
countries will come under attack after the 
occupation of Iraq. 

The US and British governments have 
been exposed as warmongering and hege¬ 
monic regimes. 

But what is clear in today's world is the 
stand and wishes of the majority of the people 
who are separate from their governments. 

The people of the world and of the US in 
particular will not allow the Bush administra¬ 
tion to misuse the 11th September incident 
and, in their name and under the banner of 
democracy, impose war and bring catastrophe 
on poor and suffering nations. 

Just now the anti-war and anti-jingoism 
call of the people is so strong in the US, the 


UK, and ail over me 

Blair can't overlook or ignore it. 

The majority of UN Security Council 
members are also standing against the US and 
British jingoism, and emphasizing the continu¬ 
ation of the UN inspectors' work. But this is 
not enough. We must all stand against the war 
on Iraq and never let it happen. 

The Afghan people who have suffered in 
the fires of war for the past 25 years deeply 
hate war more than most other nations, but 
unfortunately in Afghanistan they cannot 
mingle their anti-war protest voices with the 
millions of other anti-war protesters around 
the world because of the domination of the 
fundamentalist dictatorship in Afghanistan. 

The Revolutionary Association of the 
Women of Afghanistan (RAWA) is pleased 
that at least in Pakistan through today's 
demonstration it can announce its solidarity 
with all peace-loving movements in every 
nook and comer of the world and can repre¬ 
sent and echo the choked and muted voice of 
its fettered nation against war and warmon¬ 
gers. 

Down with terrorism and jingoism! 

Long live peace, freedom and democracy! 


Pm*, f ^ to Anil-wai 

"westers in the US and the 

RAWA 
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The Eagle Screams of Injustice 

1995 - 2993 



Dudley George was among the 
Aazhoodena Enjibaajig (Stoney Point 
people). Their lands (reserve #43) were 
taken by the Department of National 
Defence in 1943, to build a military base 
for the war. Of course DND never wanted 
to give their land back. 

The people lobbied and protested to 
get their land back until 1993, when they 
moved back on the firing ranges of the 
base. Dudley George lived in a trailer on 
the base for two whole years. 

The people made the final push onto 
the base in the summer of 1995 and the 
Army left. Next they moved into the 
adjoining Ipperwash Provincial Park at 
the end of the tourist season. There are 
community burial grounds there and the 
people were determined to protect them 
from further desecration. The OPP raided 
them after dark and a sniper, Acting 
Sergeant Ken Deane, shot Dudley George 
three times. There was no ambulance 
service for Dudley - the ambulance was 
being used as the OPP command post. 
Pierre and Carolyn George drove him to 
hospital. OPP arrested them both when 
they arrived. 

Stoney Pointers continue to live in 
the old Army barracks and the Park 
remains closed. 


Letter from Pierre George, brother 
of Dudley George 

Boozhoo and Greetings Peoples, 

In the last seven years and seven months 
many events and meetings have happened. 
Even as I sit here the death-Murder of my 
younger brother Dudley on September 6, 1995 
was and is, in essence, a loss that occured in 
the Past Century. How the years fly by, but the 
struggle continues to seek and obtain justice 
for my Brother. 

Just lately, I met with Dr. Tom Wilson 
(coroner) in London, Ontario on May 1,2003. 
He voiced deep concern about what happened 
that nite at the hospital in Strathroy, Ontario. 

In his words he expressed deep concern 
about why the sister (Carolyn) and brother 
(Pierre) were arrested first...when all the focus 
Should have been on the injured man in the 
back seat of the car. I spoke up and pushed the 
issue that that is one good point towards 
having a coroner's inquest, plus the issue of 
acting sgt. kenneth deane conceding under the 


police services act that he FAILED to help a 
victim of a crime, namely Dudley George. 
There were also points brought up, and once 
again I stressed the fact that it would also be 
in the public's interest to hear more of what 
happened. Plus it would bring some closure to 
the family. 

I've seen inquests come and go, but the 
bottom line is that in my heart and spirit I 
know that the second the first bullet was fired, 
there were many people who knew that they 
had messed up very badly. 

When the wheels of Just-us turn a 
"second" once a year... you know that the 
Truth is Peeking at them. 

Besides, it is hard to know and (believe) 
that the same system that was going to arrest 
Dudley but instead Murdered him can also 
give him JUSTICE!!! NOT for one second do I. 

The opp., provincial courts, crown attor¬ 
neys, some defense attorneys. Judges all 
umbrella under the same crown. Don't forget the 
police services act... very crucial participation. 

In closing, as a brother, I'm still angry 
because of the inhumane treatment that was 


directed at Dudley...but what the heck, he was 
my little brother and I will always stand up for 
him and his true position in life. He stood and 
defended the sacred burial grounds of his 
ancestors' of Aazhoodena, Stoney Point and a 
short time later departed to the Spirit World as 
a most honoured Warrior. As the timeline 
figures out, he had his sister and brother 
beside and with him. 

As in the Spirit of Dudley the Struggle 
Shall Continue. 

To all the good Peoples who in their own 
ways stood up or wrote articles which continue 
to this day, I cannot express my most heartfelt 
emotions...but always stay strong and free. 

In the Spirit of my Mom, Dad & Dudley 

To the Three Warriors 

Miigwetch, 

Pierre George "Mandoka" 

Miigwetch To Creator 


Still hiding from the truth 

Ontario Coroner refuses inquest into death of Dudley George 



March 15 of this year would have been the 
46th (?) birthday of Dudley George. This year 
it was a busy day, as three different First 
Nations-centred events took place in Toronto. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources was 
the location of the first demo. The youth of 
Grassy Narrows, a reserve community of 
northern Ontario fighting to protect their land 
from logging and polluting, were there to tell 
Minister Jerry Ouellette their opposition to 
Abitibi Consolidated being there with his per¬ 
mission. The MNR approved the logging 
against the wishes of Grassy Narrows. This 
logging action is another example of state- 
approved environmental racism, as remote 
land preserved by a people invested in keeping 
it healthy is targeted for destructive mining 
and logging, putting profit before Native 
people. Shamefully, the MNR refused to grant 
an audience to these youth, and they were 
forced to deliver their message from the steps 
of the building. ARA supports the work of 
these youth in taking a stand against this 
unethical company’s attempts to railroad then- 
treaty and human rights. 

The second demo took place at Queen’s 
Park. Organized by the Coalition for a Public 
Inquiry Into the Death of Dudley George and 
endorsed by ARA, it was an assembly of 
people gathered to put forth the demand for an 
inquiry to investigate the actions of the police 
and the Tory government that pushed for a 
violent confrontation against the peaceful and 
unarmed Stoney Point people that had re¬ 
claimed their ancestral land. A variety of 
speakers highlighted the cover ups and lies 
that continue to pour from Tory mouths. At the 
end a speaker reminded the crowd to attend 
the next action for more information about 
another campaign underway to achieve justice. 

Pierre George is a brother of Dudley. He 
was with him the night he was shot by the 
OPP. He was in the car that drove Dudley to 
the hospital in the desperate attempt to get him 
medical help as he lay dying in the back seat. 
Pierre knows that the Stoney Point people 
were on their land unarmed and with peaceful 
intentions. He knows that the OPP came in 


with weapons against the women, children and 
men and thafthey used them, to murderous 
end. He knows that no ambulance ever came 
to the assistance of those injured while other 
ambulances were on site, used by the police to 
carry body bags and guns. 

On September 6, 2001, Pierre wrote to 
the Office of the Chief Coroner of Ontario and 
asked that it conduct a Coroner’s Inquest into 
the murder of his brother, as such an inquest 
would have the ability to seek answers to the 
questionable conduct of the police and politi- 
tians that caused the death of Dudley. The 
Coroner’s office is supposed to be an impartial 
body that exists to investigate questionable 
deaths, and it should have called for an inquest 
independent of a request of a family member 
of the bereaved. As of early March 2003, he 
had still not heard back from the Coroner. The 
Stoney Point Support Network ^SPSN) acted 
to bring this neglect of duty to light. 

In preparation for the event, the SPSN 
had sent out a list of questions and demands to 
the office and media. That day, a large group 
of people entered the Public Safety and 
Security (formerly known as the Solicitor 
General) office to demand a meeting with Bob 
Runciman, Minister of Public Safety and 
Security. Bob is the boss of James Young, 
Chief Coroner of Ontario. We wanted to 
present a letter and demands to Bob telling 
him we joined Pierre in being outraged at how 
this office has neglected to act as it is required 
in regards to this murder. 

We gained entry into his office and 
refused to leave when ordered to until granted 
an audience. As a compromise to the huffing 
and puffing of the security and OPP officers 
present, we agreed to have four representatives 
remain while, the rest waited just outside the 
glass doors. While we waited for someone 
with some clout to meet with us, one OPP 
officer smirkingly informed us that he was 
there the night Dudley was killed. We 
reminded him of the shame that should be 
attached to such an admission, and asked him 
if he was one of the cops that had a “com¬ 
memorative” mug of the murder. His smile 


disappeared when he said no. After about 30 
minutes we were told that someone would 
speak with us only if we vacated the office 
and met with him in the lobby. By this time it 
was clear that nobody in this office was going 
to do their job, so we went downstairs and re¬ 
joined the rest of the group. There we were 
forced to listen to lackey PR guy Jim Cowan, 
who told us that there could be no Inquest as 
long as there were court proceedings (referring 
to the civil suit to take place in September). A 
pathetic lie! The group made a quick exit, 
leaving us all disappointed with the posturing 
of this office. Maybe he and his bosses have 
forgotten that we are talking about the murder 
of an innocent man by the state and its police 
agents. That or they just don’t give a damn. 

We exited the building and proceeded 
with the group of supporters that had assem¬ 
bled outside to the Office of the Chief 
Coroner. The Red Spirit Drum opened with an 
honour song, and a few people spoke about the 
shame that taints the Tory government, how 
the blood on its hands has not been washed off 
with time, and how we have not and will not 
forget. Pierre ended this action by sharing how 


he was not even allowed to enter the 
Coroner’s building to speak with them, and 
how he remembers his brother always and 
needs to see justice done. It was an emotional 
closing as the Drum gave us one last song and 
we departed, ignored but determined to con¬ 
tinue the fight. 

On May 2, Pierre finally did hear back 
from Thomas Wilson, the southwest regional 
Coroner. The answer, unsurprisingly, was no. 
Shame on them! We ask that you support 
Pierre in his appeal of this decision. 

If you are not already familiar with the 
details of this incident and wish to learn more, 
please contact ARA or check out 
www. web .net/~ara/ spoint/ solidarity .htm. We 
continue to demand that an inquest and a full 
and public inquiry into the murder of Dudley 
George be held. As the Tory’s rev up for elec¬ 
tion time, we will be making Dudley’s death a 
front and centre issue. We have not forgotten 
Dudley or his murder, and we will not allow 
his murder to be forgotten. No Justice, No 
Peace! 

In Remembrance, 

Stoney Point Solidarity Network 













500 f years of indigenous resistance 

1492 - 2003 : what has changed? 


Toronto Native Youth 

Toronto Native Youth is a newly formed group 
of young First Nations people dedicated to 
resisting colonialism and exposing the racism 
of Canada against our people. This is no small 
task. The history of white supremacy and 
intentions of genocide of First Nations people 
is as old as Canada's history books care to call 
it a country. A numerically decimated people, 
we take our strength from our ancestors of the 
past, our Elders of a previous generation, and 
our sisters and brothers who join us in the 
struggle to engage our warrior spirit against 
colonial will. While we recognize that the 
assault against our very existence is a govern¬ 
ment-led one, we also require non-Native indi¬ 
viduals to recognize the ways in which they 
benefit, and ask that you support us in our 
work by being prepared to see the way this 
nation must change for treaties to be honoured 
and First Nations sovereignty to be realized. 

As residents of Toronto, we experience 
the legacy of Western racist patriarchal capi¬ 
talist imposition on stolen land in a unique 
way. Most of us have strong roots with our 
land of origin. We travel there and back, 
switching gears between city life and reserve 
life as we go. We are able to see the effects of 
colonialism in both worlds, and it is all too 
apparent that there is no quiet place to simply 
be. There is no way to hang on to the dream 
that when we tire of city life we can return to 


What is Colonialism? 

From the ‘zine “What is Colonialism”, 
which borrows from the excellent book 
“Rethinking Schools”. 

Let's go back to where it all began: the 
great "discovery" of the Americas, that could 
more accurately be labeled as the beginning of 
the Native American Holocaust. (I think it is 
important to acknowledge Native Genocide as 
a Holocaust, because our plights have been 
equally as disturbing. Just as Nazis made lamp 
shades out of the skin of dead Jews, the 
Europeans placed the scalps of Native children 
on their mantle pieces, valued at $60.00 each 
by Columbus in an attempt to encourage all 
new settlers to torture and then kill Natives. 
These scalps are still passed on to this day in 
some families as tokens of triumph over 
Natives.) There were as many as 125,000,000 
Native people in the Americas, before white 
supremacist invaders arrived. The current 
Native population in Canada today is some¬ 
where around 1 million. 

Native people existed on this land 20,000 
years before Columbus, whose descendents 
have only been here in Canada for 500 years. 
Natives knew the land better than Columbus 
did, and when invaders asked the Natives 
about the surface of the land for maps, they 
erased Native names like "Hochelaga" and 
imposed Eurocentric names like "New France" 
(later on called Quebec.) On areas where not 
much was known about the land, the word 
"Cannibals" simply appeared on the map. 

Columbus had stolen the land, taken it, 
ripped it off. Invaded it, conquered it, "discov¬ 
ered" it. Discovery is the phrase of the sup¬ 
posed discoverers. It’s the invaders masking 
their theft. And when the word gets repeated in 
text books, as we have so frequently seen, 
those textbooks become the propaganda of 
winners. 

Do you remember from your elementary 


our roots, our land, and live a Traditional way. 
The ability for First Nations people to live a 
culturally-intact existence is being eroded. 

As a group, TNY begin by empowering 
ourselves with knowledge of our own history 
and teaching it to others. In order to fight for a 
healthy community, we must first be healthy 
individuals. Internalized racism weighs 
heavily on us, as the temptations of a material 
life devoid of Tradition sounds an easier way 
of living than a life guided by responsibility to 
ourselves and the seven generations to come. 
We may live in the city, but we remain a cul¬ 
turally inspired activist group. 

TNY began as a result of discussion on 
the First Nations Governance Act (see 
adjoining information). Disgusted by yet 
another paternalistic manuever by big brother 
Liberal Party, the youth formed TNY. TNY 
oppose the Liberal attempt at bringing back 
the White Paper of 1969. The FNGA must be 
stopped, just as the White Paper was. On April 
26, the TNY joined the coast to coast caravan 
of First Nations peoples that traveled to 
Ottawa to raise awareness and voice opposi¬ 
tion to the FNGA. We camped on Victoria 
Island on Friday the 26th by the sacred fire 
and joined in the march from the island to 
Parliament Hill. Over a 1000 people were 
gathered, each person representative of many 
more that were not able to take part in the long 
journey. A series of strong speakers spoke 
from the steps of Parliament Hill and shared 
with the audience how the FNGA would 


school days what Columbus brought back 
from the New World? (Note: the term "New 
World" is in itself colonial, as it implies that 
the Americas and Europe were formed at dif¬ 
ferent times). Typical answers we might have 
heard are parrots, plants, some gold, and a few 
of the people Columbus had taken to calling 
"Indians". This was Columbus's first voyage 
and it is also where most textbooks end off - 
conveniently. What about his second voyage? 

Certainly Columbus's fame should not be 
limited to the discovery of America: he also 
deserves credit for initiating the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade, albeit in the opposite direction 
than we're used to thinking of it. 

We are now in February 1495. Time was 
short for sending back a good "dividend" on 
the supply ships getting ready for the return to 
Spain. Columbus therefore turned to a massive 
slave raid as a means for filling up these ships. 
The [Columbus] brothers rounded up 1,500 
Arawaks - men, women, and children - and 
imprisoned them in pens in Isabela, guarded 
by men and dogs. The ships had room for no 
more than five hundred, and thus only the best 
specimens were loaded aboard. The Admiral 
then told the Spaniards they could help them¬ 
selves from the remainder to as many slaves as 
they wanted. Those whom no one chose were 
simply kicked out of their pens. Such had been 
the terror of these prisoners that (in the 
description of Michele de Cuneo, one of the 
colonists) 'they rushed in all directions like 
lunatics, women dropping and abandoning 
infants in the rush, running for miles without 
stopping, fleeing across mountains and rivers'. 

Of the 500 slaves, 300 arrived alive in 
Spain, where they were put up for sale in 
Seville by Don Juan de Fonseca, the 
archdeacon of the town. "As naked as the day 
they were bom", the report of this excellent 
churchman says, "but with no more embarrass¬ 
ment than animals..." 

The slave trade immediately turned out to 
be "unprofitable, for the slaves mostly died". 
Columbus decided to concentrate on gold, 
although he writes, "Let us in the name of the 


adversely affect their community's way of life. 
The Native Women's Association of Canada 
spoke of how they were offered $1.1 million 
dollars in government funding to participate in 
the consultative process but turned it down for 
the bribe it really was. When interviewed, a 
TNY member shared how we felt it was neces¬ 
sary to be a visible presence here in Ottawa, so 
that the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Aboriginal Affairs would be 
aware that there was a diverse group of 
Natives outside and protesting, and that that 
group included a body of empowered Youth. 
As young people, we hope to show those older 
and younger that we can be counted on to 
resist Canadian racism. 

Toronto Native Youth are happy to make 
allegiances with other groups battling racism. 
ARA Toronto has been an ally to First Nations 
anti-colonial resistance since it was formed 10 
years ago, and continues this work through the 
Stoney Point Support Network and No One Is 
Illegal campaign. We encourage those who 
wish to join us to contact us. Please write to 
bucky kat3 @ hotmail .com. 

All Our Relations 

In Solidarity 



Holy Trinity go on sending all the slaves that 
can be sold." 

Slavery was not producing the profits that 
Columbus was seeking, so he turned to the 
gold trade. He believed there was gold in the 
hills, and the Natives were selfishly holding 
out on him. 

Every man and woman, every boy or girl 
of fourteen and older, in the province of 
Cibao...had to collect gold for the Spaniards. 

As their measure, the Spaniards used hawks' 
bells...every three months, every Indian had to 
bring to one of the forts a hawks' bell filled 
with gold dust. The Chiefs had to bring in 
about ten times that amount. In the other 
provinces of Hispaniola, twenty five pounds of 
spun cotton took the place of gold. 

Copper tokens were manufactured, and 
when an Indian had brought his or her tribute 
to an armed post, he or she received such a 
token, stamped with the month, to be hung 
around the neck. With that they were safe for 
another three months while collecting more 
gold. 

Whoever was caught without a token was 
killed by having his or her hands cut off... 

There were no gold fields, and thus, once 
the Indians had handed in whatever they still 
had in gold ornaments, their only hope was to 
work all day in the streams, washing out gold 
dust from the pebbles. It was an impossible 
task, but those Indians who tried to flee into 
the mountains were systematically hunted 
down with dogs and killed, to set an example 
for the others to keep trying... 

During those two years of the administra¬ 
tion of the brothers Columbus, an estimated 
one half of the entire population of Hispaniola 
was killed or killed themselves. The estimates 
run from one hundred and twenty-five thou¬ 
sand to one-half million. 



Native people in Canada lived in distinct 
“nations” before Europeans came, and 
they still do. Some of those nations signed 
treaties with the Europeans. Those treaties 
usually promised that the Europeans could 
use land, and in exchange the native 
peoples could continue to hunt and fish, 
and to run their own lives and their own 
communities. In some parts of Canada, 
like most of British Columbia, the native 
nations didn’t sign any treaties - which 
means that technically, the First Nations 
still have legal title to their lands. 

Of course, the government of Canada 
doesn’t recognize any of this. In 1867 they 
passed the Indian Act to tell the First 
Nations how to run their communities. 

First Nations have wanted to get rid of the 
Indian Act for a long time. Now the gov¬ 
ernment of Canada is proposing a “First 
Nations Governance Act” to amend the 
Indian Act. They came up with this Act 
without proper consultation. Practically all 
of the First Nations government structures 
oppose it, and thousands of First Nations 
peoples themselves are speaking out 
against it. But the government wants to 
impose it anyway. Here’s a rundown on 
the First Nations Governance Act... 

What the FNGA will do 

* Reduce First Nations to the legal status 
of municipalities 

* Increase the fiscal and political account¬ 
ability of First Nations leaders to the 
Department and Minister of Indian Affairs, 
not to their own communities 

•* Decrease the federal government's 
accountability to First Nations 

* Abolish the right of First Nations to 
choose customary forms of governance 

* Tinker with the Indian Act, changing 
some archaic sections but ignoring other 
necessary changes 

* Shift federal responsibility for programs 
and funding to First Nations, without pro¬ 
viding compensation or structures that 
enable First Nations to cover these costs. 

What it will not do 

* Involve First Nations leaders in decision 
making about these important changes 

* Provide a foundation for meaningful 
self-government for First Nations 

* Recognize the relationship between First 
Nations and the federal government as one 
of nation to nation 

* Address the need of First Nations to 
have better access to resources in order to 
meet there needs 

* Address some of the other unjust or trou¬ 
blesome parts of the Indian Act, such as 
the need to recognize matrimonial property 
rights of Aboriginal women, or revise the 
membership and "status" definitions. 

The legislation is mandatory. It will 
be imposed on First Nations and will 
impact all Aboriginal communities, except 
those that are self-governing under legisla¬ 
tion. Although the government has stressed 
that the legislation "is not intended to have 
any effect whatsoever on either treaties or 
treaty relationships between First Nations 
and the federal government," INAC and 
Department of Justice lawyers admit not 
knowing if this is true. Also, because the 
FNG initiative will not result in 
autonomous forms of government, the 
effect will be to bring Aboriginal and 
Treaty rights in line with the statute. 




















The “racial wedge” 

How Canada is using fear of immigrants to undermine everyone’s rights 


m 


Bill C-18, the new Canada Citizenship Act, is 
in its second reading before the House. The 
bill grants the government new powers to deny 
and revoke citizenship, creating two classes of 
citizenship - one for people bom inside 
Canada, and one for people born outside 
Canada. 

Under the new bill, an application for cit¬ 
izenship can be denied if, in the opinion of the 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and 
the Governor in Council, "there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that a person has demon¬ 
strated a flagrant and serious disregard for the 
principles and values underlying a free and 
democratic society." Nowhere are these princi¬ 
ples and values defined, leaving the interpreta¬ 
tion solely to the Governor, whose decision 
cannot be appealed or reviewed by any court. 

Citizenship is also denied to anyone con¬ 
victed for an act that would constitute an 
indictable offense in Canada - with no provi¬ 
sions to guarantee fairness or due process in 
the country of conviction. 

Immigration lawyer Amina Sherazee 
explains that this could be particularly harmful 
for political refugees. "Many convention 
refugees have had trumped up charges and 
have spent time in prison for their legitimate 
political activities in their country of nation¬ 
ality. ... The precise reason that they are 
fleeing state persecution, precisely the reason 
why they qualify for refugee status, is now 
going to be used against them to deny them 
citizenship in Canada." 

But C-18 also threatens those who have 
already become citizens with revocation tand 
deportation, if it is determined they acquired 
citizenship by "false representation or fraud or 
knowingly concealing material circum¬ 
stances". 

The process begins with a certificate from 
the Minister and is sent to a Federal Court 
judge for determination. The Minister can also 
declare the person "inadmissible on security 
grounds, on grounds of violating human or 
international rights, or on grounds of orga¬ 
nized criminality" under immigration law, 
even if they have already become a citizen. 

The judge deliberates in private and can 
admit and make a decision on any evidence 
they consider appropriate "even if it is inad¬ 
missible in a court of law." This could include, 
for example, hearsay or information from 
intelligence services - again, a frightening 
prospect for political refugees. 

Furthermore, the accused can be denied 
access to the evidence against them, if in the 
judge's opinion its disclosure would be "inju¬ 
rious to national security or to the safety of 
any person." 

This determination to revoke citizenship 
counts as a removal order effective immedi¬ 
ately. In order words, a person can go from 
having been a citizen for decades to being 
deported on the basis of one hearing. Again, 
despite the life and death significance of the 
judge's determination, the decision is final and 
cannot be appealed or reviewed. 

Borders open for trade, 
closed to people 

The bill comes at a time when national borders 
are being strengthened and militarized, while 
international trade and capital movement are 
expanded and liberalized. Business, govern¬ 
ment, and law enforcement in the United 
States and Canada continue to strategize the 
creation of Fortress North America - a secu¬ 
rity perimeter through which capital moves 
freely, but within which ordinary people are 
carefully controlled. This April, officials from 
both nations met in Toronto for the Great 
Lakes Security Summit, to help resolve con¬ 
tradictions between these two demands. 

Officials are now proposing a mandatory 


National Identity Card, containing personal 
and biometric information that would be avail¬ 
able to national, provincial, and perhaps inter¬ 
national agencies to track people's movements 
and activities, in the name of security and 
counter-terrorism. 

But as convenient a justification as the 
War on Terrorism provides, current efforts to 
control immigrants and refugees have been in 
the works since long before. Migrants chal¬ 
lenge the economic disparity between North 
and South by following the wealth that's been 
stolen from them back to the colonizer 
nations. To preserve this essential disparity, it 
follows that they must be restricted and regu¬ 
lated upon arrival. 

Nandita Sharma, an activist with the 
Open the Borders! Campaign, sees this as one 
of the primary functions of immigration 
policy. "The Canadian state imposes border 
controls not to keep people out of the country 
but to make the vast majority of those who 
come to Canada incredibly vulnerable in the 
labour market, in access to housing and other 
basic needs, by having them classified as 
either 'illegals' or as temporary, 'migrant 
workers'. This is not an accidental feature of 
immigration but is one if it's major purposes." 

It is in this context that Bill C-18 has 
developed. It drives a wedge between 
Canadian and foreign-bom citizens, enhancing 


the distinction between the two and restricting 
the latter. "New immigration and citizenship 
proposals make a specific and constant link 
between immigrants and terrorism, even natu¬ 
ralized citizens and terrorism - in other words, 
non-white and terrorism... This deepens a citi¬ 
zenship divide where, in a world of Us versus 
Them, immigrants are condemned to never 
leave the category of Them." Sherazee says. 

Globally, more people are moving across 
international borders now than at any time in 
human history. The number of those living 
outside their countries of birth has more than 
doubled in the last thirty years. As people flee 
the devastation caused by capitalist globaliza¬ 
tion, more and more become stateless, losing 
what limited rights citizenship affords. 

Bill C-18, by helping marginalize and 
disenfranchise a growing sector of the popula¬ 
tion, fits neatly with the free trade agreements 
and international financial institutions, that 
lock-in policy to the interests of capital. Yes, 
C-18 is an attack on the rights of (im)migrants. 
But it is also a further step towards excluding 
the populace from the political process - "part 
of the globalization agenda to dismantle 
democracy." 
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Immigrating to Canada 

“I left my whole life behind. I had to build a new one. 


Three years ago my mother met this man, 
Carlos. They became friends, and fell in love 
with each other, and decided to get married. 
But he was here, in Toronto, and we were in 
Brazil. They wanted to live here in the future, 
and I was ok with that, specially because it 
was a really distant idea. We were always 
talking about it, and I was always thinking 
how awesome it would be. It was fun to plan a 
new life in Canada - it was distant anyway. 

But then my father got fired. Our 
only source of money was his pension, and it 
got really low...Things were getting difficult 
there. So we came, in March 16 2003. We 
wanted to stay here for 2 months, and go back 
to Brazil in May, before moving to Toronto 
permanently in August. 

But they got married only in June 
and we didn’t go back home, because we 
didn’t know how soon the government would 
let us come back to Canada. The situation in 
Brazil was really hard, we couldn’t take the 
risk. None of us wanted to stay here. Our lives 
were there - or at least mine was. I think the 
only thing my mother missed was our apart¬ 
ment. But all my friends, and my family, and 
all the places I loved, and the things I used to 
do were there. 

I can’t think of a worse time in my life 
than last year. I started doing things which I 
don’t really like to remember. Some old prob¬ 
lems became bigger, and I had nobody who I 
could talk to, nobody to help me with all the 
things that were happening. My relationship 
with my mother hasn’t been good for the last 2 
years, and she was the only person I had 
around me. I think bec ause o f that I started to 
go out more. I mean, go out alone is not that 


fun, but to stay home with her is worse. So I 
would spend the whole day out, at some park, 
taking pictures. I would go almost every day 
to High Park, and walk for hours, and take lots 
of pictures. I guess that’s why things got 
better. I was so excited with all those new 
places that I wouldn’t stay home unless I had 
to for some reason. But I still didn’t have any 
friends, or at least somebody to spend time 
with. Being always alone is really, really 
boring. I was going to Brazil in July 2003. My 
friends and I made a lot of plans. I was really 
excited with the idea of seeing everybody. 

But then, on May 5 2003, my mother, 
Carlos and I went to the Ministry' of Health to 
fill out a form and take a picture for our health 
card. I was so happy, because those immigra¬ 
tion things were finally getting ready. But 
when I read the form I was filling out, two 
things caught my attention: l)You can’t leave 
Ontario for more than 30 days, during the next 
153 days (5 months), 2)You can’t leave 
Canada during the next 183 days. I can't 
explain how I felt. I was picturing all my 
friends’ faces, and all the places I would go, 
and I started crying. I couldn’t stop. 

My grandparents both have cancer, and 
my grandma is dying. I think I will never see 
her again. I’m feeling kinda lost. I didn't say 
goodbye to her before I came, I didn’t say how 
much I love her, and now’ she’s dying before I 
have the chance to do so. We talk via tele¬ 
phone and letters, but it’s not enough. I wanna 
hug her, and kiss her cheek, and sit in the 
kitchen with her, and eat a piece of pie. But I 
can’t. I’m stuck in Canada. 

I guess you would only understand how 
hard this is if you got through a situation like 


this. I left my whole life behind. I had to build 
a new one, and it took a long time until this 
happened. Immigrating is not easy. Carlos was 
our sponsor, so he will be responsible for us 
for several years. If I’m caught doing any 
“illegal” stuff, I may be deported, and he can 
be arrested. Last year his friends were 
deported, because their two kids were in a 


peace march. So I always have to cover my 
face when I protest, and make sure there is 
absolutely no way of being recognized. It’s 
almost like I have no rights here. 

But at the same time that everything is 
falling apart, it is all getting really exciting. I 
met some people from ARA and now I’m 
working with them, which is great. I’m 
enjoying this new life, even with all the bad 
things that are going on because of the fact 
that I'm an immi grant. 



“Say no to prejudice” (Brazilian) 


No One is Illegal 

Birect action and agitation! for immigrant e refugees rights 



Immigrants and refugees all over the world are 
being scapegoated for crime, economic prob¬ 
lems and the threat of “terrorism”. Canada is 
participating in this racist attack, by passing 
new laws to make it harder for refugees to 
come to Canada, and to make all immigrants 
and refugees less secure in their political and 
economic rights. 

ARA proudly defends immigrant and 
refugee rights. In the 1990s we were part of 
the Toronto Coalition Against Racism, which 
organized against the $1000 “head tax” levied 
on every single immigrant and refugee coming 
to Canada. 

Now we are part of a new network of 
groups, who have come together to say NO 
ONE IS ILLEGAL. 

That slogan dates back to the 1990s in 
Europe, used by people defending those who 
live without papers, without status. Not just to 
lobby the government for legal rights (though 
that’s essential work), but also to help people 
find places to live, under the table work, 
health care, safe ways to cross borders. No 
One is Illegal networks worked with artists 
and activists too, to question our very idea of 
borders, to do anti-racist education, to put on 
fundraising and consciousness-raising con¬ 
certs. 


In Canada, groups in Montreal and 
Vancouver started working under the slogan, 
in campaigns to prevent deportation of indi¬ 
viduals or whole communities. In Montreal, 
for instance, NOII works alongside the Action 
Committee of Non-Status Algerians, to 
prevent the deportation of almost 1,000 
Algerian refugee claimants. Canada has denied 
their refugee claims, although 150,000 
Algerians have been killed in the last decade, 
in a civil war. Until April 2002, Canada would 
not deport anyone to Algeria because it was 
clearly too dangerous. Well, the situation 
hasn’t changed in Algeria but Canada began 
deporting people back. The community orga¬ 
nized like crazy. One family took refuge in a 
church until their deportation was halted. The 
Committee has held weekly protests at the 
Quebec Ministry of Immigration, and big 
marches that have brought hundreds of sup¬ 
porters to the streets. In October 2002, they 
won the right to apply for landed immigrant 
status under a special process, for most of the 
1,000 people immediately affected. But not 
everyone is able to apply or get landed status, 
and many still face deportation. 

The Montreal No One Is Illegal group has 
supported the Algerian struggle - a struggle for 
their very lives. In January they called a big 
gathering of other people doing similar kinds 
of work to share their experience and to 
inspire others to take up these sorts of cam¬ 
paigns. The gathering included people from all 
over the world who had fought - or are still 


fighting - for the right to stay in Canada. It 
included children of immigrants and refugees 
who are standing up, open and proud about 
their own experience and experience of then- 
families. Also attending were some who were 
jailed in the USA after 9/11. Hearing their 
stories of horrible treatment by US prison and 
immigration officials was infuriating. Seeing 
that they survived and are strong and fighting 
back was inspiring. 

In Toronto, No One is Illegal started off 
by organizing a big conference in April, 
against a “Border Security Summit” between 
US and Canadian officials and businesspeople. 

THE MANDATE OF NO ONE IS 
ILLEGAL (TORONTO): 

We are a group of immigrants, refugees and 
allies. We will educate, mobilize and network 
to defend immigrants, migrant workers, 
refugees, and indigenous people, to oppose 
war and racism, and to deepen our under¬ 
standing of colonialism, capitalism, patriarchy 
and migration in today's world. Our demands: 

* regularization of all non-status people in 
Canada 

* no deportations 

* no detentions 

* no racial or religious profiling 

* recognition of the right to free movement 

* recognition of indigenous sovereignty 


Education 

• We will educate ourselves through work¬ 
shops, readings and political discussion, both 
on the content of the demands and on the prin¬ 
ciples of anti-oppressive organizing. 

• We will popularize the demands through 
workshops and presentations, leaflets and 
posters, and a website. We are committed to 
working in all of Toronto's neighbourhoods. 

Mass mobilization 

• We will organize demonstrations, pickets, 
and other events to publicize our demands and 
to concretely support communities and com¬ 
munity members. 

• We support direct action, and honour the 
tactics developed by people resisting on their 
own behalf. 

• We will build and participate in demonstra¬ 
tions against US war and imperialism, against 
the occupation of Iraq and Palestine, and in 
support of First Nations sovereignty in 
Canada. 

Network building 

• We will connect with other groups working 
on these issues across Canada. 

• We will contact and share information with 
groups internationally. 

GET IN TOUCH! LINK US AT 
nooneisillegal@yahoo .com 
416.925.6939 














What’s with all this 

faggot, cocksucker bullshit? 



January 11th, 2003. As a crowd of more 
than six hundred slam and bang to the beats of 
a local punk, band playing at ARA’s 10th 
annivesary bash, the lead vocalist hurls the 
word “COCKSUCKERS!” into the mic, in the 
direction of uniformed security thugs. 

August, 2002. At a rally in support of 
OCAP’s Pope Squat, an activist mocks the 
cops, calling them FAGS. 

June 8th, 2002. Toronto ARA take three 
bus loads of supporters out to Scarborough, to 
fuck with neo-nazis, and to disrupt their plans 
to hold a white power concert in the area. One 
antifa calls the kkkops on horseback, 
FAGGOTS. 

May 19, 2000, Louisville, KY: Some pro¬ 
testors at an anti-KKK call the klansmen 
names like FAGGOT, COCKSUCKER, and 
QUEER. 

It’s clear to me that there are a some 
punks, anarchists, activists, antifa, and social 
justice fiends, who feel it’s OK to stigmatize, 
denigrate, ostrasize, reject, and rage against 
gay men and queers, by hurling anti-gay slurs 
at their nearest enemies. kkkops=FAGGOTS! 
corporate=COCKSUCKERS! nazis=FAGS! In 
many of the examples above, other antifas 
immediately stood up to challenge them. But 
obviously not enough is being done amongst 
antifa and anti-racist activists to speak about 
and against this ugly issue of homophobia 
within the left. Hey punk, straight girl, tough 
guy! Hey antifa! If I speak out, will you 
listen? Some of you should just think about 
what comes out of your own mouths. 

Do you know what you’re saying when 
you shout out, FAGGOT!? 

English language dictionaries describe a 
FAGGOT as “a bundle of sticks or twigs tied 
together.” Some historians believe the word 
was equated with gay men who were burned 
atop of bundles of sticks used to torch witches 
and heretics during the european inquisition. A 
great big bonfire of FAGGOTS and lesbians. 
Others believe the word was taken from the 
french and italian word meaning slut and 
whore, or a woman who was seen by society 
as mere baggage, a burden, or “a shrew.” HEY 


YOU FAGGOT! is a lovely example of a 16th 
century, woman baiting/hating slur, which 
north americans of the twentieth century trans¬ 
posed for use onto queer and effeminate 
looking men. 

I wonder when you spit out the word 
FAGGOT at your enemy, if the idea of 
sparking up gay men as human kindling and 
burning them alive, appeals to you? I wonder 
if you think gay men are sluts, pansies, 
society’s perverts and trash? Maybe you do. 
Maybe you think FAGS spread AIDS and 
deserve to be bashed, or at least, harassed. 
Maybe to you, equating a kkkop, a security 
puke, or a nazi punk to the sublevel of a FAG, 
makes some kind of rebel sense. 

When you use the word FAGGOT, I 
realize that I really don’t know who you are or 
what it is that you stand for. And I want to 
know. I want to know what it is that motivates 
you to display your FAG HATING behavior 
for all your friends on the frontlines to see and 
hear. 

What motivates you to use the word 
FAGGOT? 

Researchers have looked at the question 
of why some people hold homophobic atti¬ 
tudes, and have uncovered a number of 
reasons. For some people, simply not under¬ 
standing homosexuality (fear of the unknown) 
can be reason enough to hold a negative atti¬ 
tude towards homosexuals. In other cases, 
holding certain attitudes, like heterosexist 
biases (it’s not normal for gay people to adopt 
kids), and homophobic sentiments (homosexu¬ 
ality is a sin), may lead a person to maximize 
certain rewards, such as social acceptance and 
feelings of belonging among one’s peers. 

Some people hold anti-gay attitudes to 
protect themselves from acknowledging con¬ 
fusing or threatening information. In this way, 
displaying intensely homophobic attitudes can 
protect a person from his or her own homo¬ 
erotic feelings. Some people distance them¬ 
selves from these feelings by harassing and 
ridiculing visible queers. There are others who 
feel a need to manifest their core values 
relating to this issue (gays should fear God, or 
all gay men are pedophiles), and do so 


through openly displaying homophobic 
behavior. Think of the family of the“good 
aryan,” Rev. Fred Phelps burning “Canada’s 
national FAG flag,” on parliament hill. 

Of those homophobes who carry out gay 
bashings and other hate crimes against gay 
men, the vast majority of attackers and 
harassers are young men who see little wrong 
in their own actions, and often feel justified in 
their behavior. Bashers may see themselves as 
enforcers of social morals. They may be moti¬ 
vated to attack by boredom, a desire to fuck 
around, or to prove their toughness or mas¬ 
culinity to their buddies. Some bashers feel a 
paranoid need to protect themselves from any 
perceived or imagined sexual advances from 
gay and bisexual men, and from transpeople. 

If you use words that hurt queers, like 
FAGGOT, Your words become weapons 
you’ve fired at me. 

No one can claim to be an antifa, while 
demonstrating the characteristic beginnings of 
a fascist mentality. When you say, FAGGOT! I 
hear the words of a nazi brown shirt, a bone- 
head, a religious fundamentalist, a pro-lifer, 
and a woman hater, on your lips. Do you see 
the connections? 

When I hear you yell out, FAGGOT! I 
think of an ignorant little boy who can’t get 
over his own penis, and who is in need of 
attention. I think of the angry little big man, 
that bashed my best ever university prof with 
his fists, on the comer of Gerrard and Church. 

I think of the four assholes who ordered their 
taxi stopped at Homewood and Carleton, so 
they could jump out and beat on my best boy 
friend, and his friend, while she worked her 
comer. The cabbie then allowed the fuckheads 
back in his car, and took off. I think of the 
suburban rednecks who nailed my same beau¬ 
tiful friend with a bottle they pelted from their 
moving van, driving North on Church St. I 
think of Matthew Sheppard (this breaks my 
heart). I think about Brandan Teena (I think 
about Brandan, anyway, a lot of the time). I 
am affected like you can’t know. 

When I hear you say, FAGGOT! I guess 
what you call me, when convenient. I wonder 
what propaganda you think is tme about me. 
I’ve been asked all the obvious questions, such 


as: What happened to you? Is it that you 
haven’t had the right dick yet baby? How 
about mine baby? Were you sexually abused? 
Are you asexual? How many women have you 
slept with? Does your mother know what you 
do? Do you know what GOD thinks of you? 
(And my personal fave) Would you mind not 
coming any farther out of the closet? I’m 
reminded again, how bigots see me so differ¬ 
ently from how I see myself. 

When I hear you condemn/oppress 
someone with the word, FAGGOT! I think of 
the kid who’s somewhere in the picture. Who 
hears you, who’s confused about who she or 
he might like, or who is queer and closeted. 
What is that kid feeling? Thinking? What 
effect do your words have on him or her? 

Fuck you, FAGGOT! 

The message I’m getting from you is, to 
be queer and in the anti-racist, antifa, anti¬ 
poverty scene, is to risk being outed and 
ridiculed publicly by homophobes. To be a 
queer person or an effeminate male in the 
movement, is to leave yourself open to homo- 
phobic attacks by avowed leftists. To be queer 
is to know that you are not welcomed by 
some, and therefore, not safe. To know that in 
some people’s hearts, you are as bad as a nazi, 
and as hated as a kkkop. You are stigmatized. 
To be queer is to sometimes feel alone, in a 
crowd of supporters. 

The effects of homophobia on some 
queers, and on many who wrestle with their 
sexual or gender identity, can be devastating, 
and cause some activists to drop out of what 
they regard as a predominately heterosexist 
scene. Those who continue doing direct action 
anti-racist, antifa, and anti-poverty work, may 
be less likely to share their own unique theo¬ 
retical insights, social, spiritual, and political 
visions, and contributions in arts and culture, 
within their groups. Homophobia causes some 
activists to hide, and others to hate themselves. 
This is just some of the damage you risk 
inflicting on others, when you use the word, 
FAGGOT. 

So. How, then, do we confront homo¬ 
phobia within the left? That’s the next article. 
To start, check your own head, heart, and 
mouth. 















Being educated, comfortable economically, or 
religious, or admired by every white person 
that the African knows, will not stop the 
murder by police for being Black. Or stop a 
society, court system and prison complex that 
politically and financially depends on the 
dehumanization of Africans. Minds of experi¬ 
ence, the late Huey P. Newton, co-founder of 
the Black Panther Party for Self Defense in 
1966, and Sundiata Acoli, currently a US 
Political Prisoner since 1973, have stated that 
every African woman and man and child in 
America’s thousands of jails and prisons is a 
Political Prisoner. Here, I briefly profile an 
avowed and worldwide recognized US 
Political Prisoner that I have "gotten to know" 
by mailed letters over the years. 

Zolo Agona Azania 

"US capital punishment is an instrument of 
class warfare, organized and designed to 
permit an elite, local and multinational, to 
operate without any constraint from democ¬ 
ratic human rights processes. My case is an 
example." - Zolo Agona Azania 

Brother Zolo was on death row, the one 
and only Brother I have ever written on a 
death row, until Mumia Abu-Jamal a year ago. 
From Zolo's case, I learned that the American 
death penalty is political. In Zolo's words: 

"On August 11,1981 I was stopped by 
police near the neighborhood where i lived, 
handcuffed, pistol-whipped, and arrested 
without warrant or explanation. The next day i 
was charged with armed bank robbery and 
fatally shooting a Gary police officer. In May 
1982, i became the first person in Allen 
County, Fort Wayne, Indiana to be sentenced 
to the penalty of death since 1959. The trial 
was moved to Allen County because of pre¬ 
trial publicity and pre-judicial prejudice." 

In 1982, Zolo Agona Azania had a former 
prosecution witness (for the state) James 
McGrew lie at his trial. McGrew said under 
oath that he saw Zolo hiding evidence in some 


bushes and then running away from police. 

McGrew, testifying via videotape in 2001 
at a post-conviction hearing in Indiana had 
repeatedly told prosecutors that he could not 
identify Zolo Agona Azania as the man fleeing 
the scene of a bank robbery during which a 
police officer was killed. He had been placed 
in a small room right before he testified and 
told by a beefy law enforcement officer, who 
pointed out Zolo in the courtroom and told 
McGrew to identify him! He feared for his 
life, what the police would do to him if he did 
not lie. James McGrew came forward in 2001, 
19 years later to refute his testimony and say 
that he was terrorized into supporting a racist 
and corrupt police regime. 

Again, Zolo speaks: 

"I was tried before an all-white jury ... i 
was a New Afrikan (black) man convicted of 
killing a white police officer. There was no 
pre-trial identification. The prosecutorial 
machinery knowingly used false testimony and 
covered up material that did not support their 
charges against me. A paraffin gunshot residue 
test showed i had not fired a gun." 

Indeed, 308 banks surveillance video¬ 
tapes, and Zolo had not been identified by 
anyone. 

Zolo Agona Azania was convicted - by 
an all-white jury - in Allen County, where the 
population of African people is much smaller. 
In Lake County, where majority Africans have 
numerical influence, the news media, police, 
and prosecutors combined to use false stories 
and the case was moved to Allen County. 

Zolo, fighting for his life, wrote many 
letters and enlisted people worldwide to view 
his artwork, read his statements, publicize his 
case. He learned to write more skillfully, and 
researched the laws of the US and the interna¬ 
tional legal canon. His mother, myself, and 
other concerned people duplicated his writings 
and brought his case to the public. During this 
time, Zolo entered his thirties, survived assas¬ 
sination attempts, won lawsuits against the 
Indiana prisoncrats and creatively made his 


an image recalling Ho Chi Minh's famous saying, 

"When the prison doors are opened, the real dragons will fly out!" 


situation known with stunning artwork. 

Zolo Agona Azania had his death sen¬ 
tence reversed by the Indiana Supreme Court 
in 1993. A new death penalty trial was ordered 
because of prosecutorial misconduct and gross 
corruption - in withholding expert gun shot 
residue tests performed by police, and in a 
refusal to use any evidence that might reflect 
other that what the police favoured 

Allan County - the battleground where 
the trial has remained - is rife with miscon¬ 
duct as well. The all-white jury that recom¬ 
mended that he be sentenced to death in 1996 
was selected from a jury pool that systemati¬ 
cally excluded 87% of Wayne Township, home 
to 75% of Allen County's adult Black popula¬ 
tion. Zolo was made to sit shackled in the 
courtroom before the jury. The court bailiff 
spoke to the jurors in the deliberation room on 
orders of the judge and said they should be 
ready to be asked individually to state that 
their verdict is death. Furthermore, the jurors 
were allowed to consume alcohol during the 
trial. Before the hearing in Allen County in 
2001, Zolo's lawyers made a series of motions 
to exclude Judge Kenneth Schliebenberger and 
all of Allen County's judges from presiding 
over a hearing; challenging the county's bad 
faith administration of its jury selection 
system. All motions were denied. 

Brother Zolo and I still write today, about 
20 years since we began our correspondences. 
He has brilliantly persevered, and is respected 
all over the world. His wife, has in recent 
years been Zolo's invaluable partner 

Zolo speaks on the developments since 
his 1996 re-railroading: 

"My subsequent appeal was denied on 
June 6, 2000. My new attorneys filed an emer¬ 
gency petition to re-open my case. On August 
31,2000, the Supreme Court of Indiana set an 
execution date for me - October 25,2000. 

On October 12, 2000, the Supreme Court 
of Indiana granted me a stay of execution and 


they remanded part of my appeal issues to the 
trial court for an evidentiary hearing con¬ 
cerning perjury of the prosecution witnesses. 

On November 2, 2000, the Supreme Court 
of Indiana issued another order authorizing me 
to present my legal claim that an error in the 
Allen County jury selection system denied me 
the constitutional right to a fair trial, due 
process, and equal protection of the laws. 

The evidentiary merits hearings were held 
on my successive petition for post-conviction 
relief on March 13,14, and 15 2001 ... April, 

12, the judge unjustly dismissed my petition. 

He completely ignored all of my material 
exculpatory evidence pointing to a new trial.” 

We call for all people of conscience to step forward! 
Support Zolo Agona Azania's freedom! 

Write to Zolo! 

Zolo Agona Azania #4969 
Indiana State Prison 
PO Box 41 

Michigan City, Indiana 
46361-0041 USA 

UPDATE: On March 17, Zolo was denied his 
right to be tried in Lake County, Indiana . The 
judge has now ordered that Zolo's trial proceed 
in Allen County within in several months, over 
the vociferous objection of defense counsel 
who stated that there is no way they could be 
prepared to proceed on such short notice. The 
judge refused to consider counsel's need for 
more time, and seems committed to rairoading 
Zolo again to be executed. 

For more information, contact: 

Zolo's Freedom Campaign 
c/o Crossroad Support Network 
3420 W. 63rd St. Chicago, Illinois 60629 
(773) 737-8679 e-mail: crsn@aol.com 

See Zolo's website at 

http://www.prairie-fire .org/freezoloazania .html 


Snapshot from the Slams 

by lankole Irungu [excerpts] 










































